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THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD. 

BY  SIDNEY  PERLEY. 

(Continued  from  page  248,  Vol.  xxvi.) 

21. 

Perley  Cellar  near  Great  Meadows. — It  is  believed 
by  the  writer  that  the  old  Perley  house  that  once  stood 
over  the  cellar  situated  in  Mr.  Barnes’  pasture  near  the 
Great  Meadows,  was  built  and  occupied  by  John  Perley 
(son  of  Allan  Perley,  the  emigrant),  the  first  of  the  name 
born  in  America,  who  settled  in  Boxford  as  early  as  1683. 
He  died  in  1729,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  His  wife  had 
preceded  him  to  the  grave  eleven  years  before,  and  both 
their  monumental  stones  are  well  preserved  over  their  re¬ 
mains  in  Harmony  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Perley  was  his  own  executor ;  consequently  no  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  settlement  of  his  estate  is  found  in  the  probate 
office.  On  Christmas  day,  1728,  he  deeded  this  place  in¬ 
cluding  the  buildings  and  fifty  acres  of  land  to  his  sou 
Jeremiah  Perley. 

Jeremiah  Perley  probably  conveyed  it  to  his  brother 
Lt.  Thomas  Perley,  who,  after  having  lived  a  while  at 
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Topsfield,  removed  to  the  old  homestead  about  1712.  He 
died  there  in  1740,  aged  seventy-two. 

His  son  Amos  then  came  into  the  possession  of  the  place 
and  probably  carried  it  on  until  his  death  in  the  spring  of 
1748.  His  widow  married,  secondly,  Lt.  Mark  Howe  of 
Ipswich  and  removed  thither  in  1759.  From  Amos  was 
descended  the  late  Hon.  Nathan  W.  Hazen  of  Andover. 

In  1833  the  house  was  gone,  and  the  land  owned  by 
Thomas  Perley. 

22. 

Hazen  Cellar. — There  is  an  old  cellar  near  the  Great 
Meadows  in  the  pasture  owned  by  Mr.  Chester  Killam, 
known  as  the  Hazen  cellar.  It  is  understood  that  Jacob 
Hazen,  who  came  from  Rowley  and  married  Abigail  Spof- 
ford  in  1761,  lived  there.  They  had  seven  children  born 
there,  the  lust  in  1774,  and  soon  after,  probably,  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Bridgton,  Me.  Their  daughter  Hannah,  born 
in  1764,  was  the  "witch”  of  Spofford’s  Hill,  in  Georgetown, 
a  century  ago.  She  married  Thomas  Dresser  in  1791, 
and  removed  to  Andover,  Me.  The  late  Hon.  N.  W.  Hazen 
of  Andover  was  a  grandson  of  Mr.  Hazen.  Several  of 
the  sons  settled  in  Bridgton,  and  have  numerous  descend¬ 
ants. 

The  old  house  has  probably  been  gone  three  quarters  of 
a  century,  as  no  one  living  remembers  it. 


23. 

Jewett  Cellar.  —  There  was  an  old  cellar  near  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Chester  Killam,  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  field  around  the  house.  It  has  been  filled  up  many 
years,  and  no  signs  of  it  now  remain. 

Thomas  Jewett  was  born  in  Rowley  in  1666,  married 
Hannah  Swan  in  1692,  and  came  to  Boxford  about  1703, 
having  married  a  second  wife  Faith.  He  purchased  the 
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land,  built  the  house  aud  founded  the  home  of  which  we 
are  now  writing.  He  died  in  1731,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
tive. 

His  son  Ezekiel  (born  165)3)  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  place,  and  carried  it  on  after  his  father’s  death. 
He  had  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  and  among  them  was 
Rev.  David  Jewett,  the  Hrst  minister  of  Candia,  N.  H., 
who  was  born  at  this  place  in  1743.  Mr.  Jewett  died  in 
the  fall  of  1775,  and  four  years  later  his  heirs  sold  to  Dea. 
James  Chute  of  Rowley,  who  was  to  come  into  possession 
ui)on  the  widow’s  death.  Some  of  the  children  were  then 
residing  in  New  Hampshire.  Deacon  Chute  was  connected 
with  the  family,  his  wife's  sister  having  married  Rev.  David 
Jewett,  one  of  the  heirs.  The  widow  died  probably  in 
1780,  and  in  the  next  year  Mr.  Chute  came  from  Rowley 
to  Boxford  to  live.  The  inventory  of  Mr.  Jewett’s  estate 
shows  him  possessed  of  the  folloAving  articles  of  dress : 
One  beeveret  hat,  a  brown  all  wool  coat,  a  fustian  jacket, 
a  i)air  leather  breeches,  a  fustian  coat,  a  linen  jacket,  an 
old  blue  serge  coat,  a  blue  jacket,  an  old  brown  coat,  an 
old  brown  lly  coat,  an  old  blue  great  coat,  a  cotton  and 
linenjacket,twopairof  old  linen  trousers,  two  woolen  shirts, 
three  old  linen  shirts,  a  pair  of  blue  yarn  stockings,  three 
pair  of  old  brown  stockings  and  a  pair  of  old  leggings,  a 
])air  of  leather  spatter  lashes,  etc.  His  real  estate  was 
valued  at  £278,  and  is  described  as  follows :  "The  home¬ 
stead  and  a  wood  lot  parted  from  it  by  land  of  Jacob  Ha- 
zen,  containing  in  the  whole  about  sixty-three  acres  lying 
in  Boxford,  also  a  piece  of  fresh  meadow  lying  partly  in 
Boxfordand  partly  in  Rowley,  containing  about  five  acres, 
also  about  three  acres  salt  marsh  lying  in  Rowley.” 

jMr.  Chute  was  born  in  Rowley  in  1751 ;  and  married  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Richard  Thurston  of  Georgetown  four 
days  before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Before  1810,  he 
had  removed  to  Byficld,  where  his  wife  died  in  1819. 


62 


THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD. 


He  then  went  west,  and  died  at  Madison,  Ind.,  in  1825, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  The  Rev.  Ariel  Parish  Chute 
was  his  grandson.  Mr.  Chute’s  daughter  Mary,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Col.  Jeremiah  Colman  of  Newbury,  and  sous  Daniel 
and  James,  were  born  here.  Daniel,  born  in  1787,  gradu¬ 
ated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1810.  His  daughter  Eliza¬ 
beth  married  Gov.  Conrad  Baker  of  Indiana.  James,  born 
in  1788,  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1813,  and 
was  a  Presbyterian  minister  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  His 
second  wife  was  a  widowed  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Crane,  a  missionary  to  the  Tuscarora  Indians. 

On  his  removal  to  Byfield  Deacon  Chute  sold  the  place 
to  Thomas  Perley,  Esq.,  of  Boxford,  who  took  the  old 
house  down,  and  removed  to  his  new  house  in  the  same 
lot.  See  No.  24. 


24. 

Residence  of  Chester  Killam.  —  Thomas  Perley, 
Esq.,  purchased  the  farm  of  the  late  William  E.  Killam 
of  Deacon  Chute  (see  No.  23)  about  1809.  In  December 
of  that  year  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wood, 
who  was  born  in  No.  34.  In  that,  or  the  following  year, 
he  built  the  house  now  standing,  and  afterward  resided 
in  it.  He  was  a  brother  of  Aaron  Perley,  and  was  born 
in  No.  12  in  1746. 

Mr.  Perley’s  barn  stood  originally  about  half  way  from 
the  present  bjirn  to  the  house.  It  was  struck  by  lightning 
and  burned  September  26,  1829.  A  long  carriage  house 
stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  one,  and  was  burned  at 
the  same  time.  In  it  was  a  number  of  barrels  of  vinegar, 
Avhich  burst  with  the  heat,  making  a  noise  as  loud  as  a  can¬ 
non.  In  the  northwest  chamber  of  the  house,  cheese  was 
manufactured,  and  the  heat  was  so  great  that  the  cheese 
melted.  All  the  glass  in  the  rear  side  of  the  house  cracked 
into  minute  fragments. 
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He  was  the  leading  man  in  the  town  for  many  years, 
lie  gave  $1050  towards  founding  the  First  Church  fund, 
and  liberally  subscribed  to  every  good  object,  his  income 
enabling  him  to  gratify  himself  in  that  direction.  He  held 
all  the  various  offices  in  the  town,  and  was  a  representa¬ 
tive  to  the  General  Court  nineteen  years,  from  1792  to 
1810  inclusive.  He  died  childless  in  1831,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four.  His  widow  continued  to  reside  upon  the 
place  until  her  decease  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 
Mr.  Perley  is  remembered  as  a  man  of  short  stature,  and 
as  always  wearing  his  clothing  in  the  continental  style. 
After  his  decease  his  widow  was  commonly  spoken  of  as 
the  "widow  Squire.” 

The  farm  was  then  occupied  by  a  ]SIr.  Knapp,  who  lived 
there  a  short  time,  and  it  was  then  sold  by  the  heirs  of 
Mr.  Perley  to  Eben  S.  Baldwin,  a  mariner  of  Salem,  Oct. 
26,  1857.  He  resided  upon  the  farm  until  June  2,  1862, 
Avhen  he  sold  out  to  George  A.  Todd  of  Rowley  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Salem,  where  he  died.  Mr.  Todd’s  son,  William 
G.  Todd,  then  occupied  the  place  until  the  spring  of 
1865,  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  late  William  E.  Kil- 
1am,  who  resided  there  till  his  death  in  1877.  He  held 
the  offices  of  town  treasurer,  school  committee,  selectman, 
town  clerk,  etc.,  for  several  years.  His  son  Mr.  Chester 
Killam  has  since  carried  on  the  farm. 

Dnrinir  theantutnn  of  1862,  while  the  camp  was  located 
here,  sonic  Boston  parties  hired  the  buildings  and  kept  a 
public  house  which  was  called  "Hotel  Lander.” 


25. 

Clough  Cellar. — In  the  alders  near  the  gnideboard 
at  the  junction  of  the  roads  leading  from  Georgetown  to 
Salem  and  from  Georgetown  to  Mr.  B.  S.  Barnes’ residence, 
a  century  and  a  half  ago  stood  the  house  of  Daniel  Clough. 
He  came  from  Topstield  in  1736,  having  married  Ruth 
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"Wright  there  in  1734,  and  had  three  children,  Elizabeth, 
Ruth  and  John.  His  wife  Ruth  evidently  died  here  as  in 
1739  he  was  published  to  Elizabeth  Galloway  of  Ipswich. 
IIow  long  this  house  has  been  gone  is  not  known. 


26. 

jM.  Butman  Cellar. — Matthew  Butman  married  Faith, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Jewett  who  lived  in  No.  24,  in  May, 
1716,  and  he  probably  erected  on  huid  of  her  father  a 
house  over  what  is  known  as  the  old  Butman  cellar,  about 
the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  was  undouldedly  from  Bev¬ 
erly.  His  wife  died  during  the  winter  following  their 
marriage,  at  the  a<;e  of  twenty-two,  and  thus  early  termina¬ 
ted  their  wedded  bliss.  Her  remains  repose  in  Harmony 
cemetery  on  the  plain  below  her  residence,  and  the  monu¬ 
mental  tablet  over  them  is  the  oldest  one  now  existing  in 
the  yard,  appearing  as  fresh  and  perfect  as  those  of  recent 
date.  Her  epitaph  is  as  folhiws  : 

“Under  this  turf  you  may  behold 
A  lamb  of  God  lit  for  ye  fold.” 

Mr.  Butman  married  a  second  wife  in  1720,  and  she  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  live  children. 

He  was  the  constable  in  his  parish  in  1736,  but  how 
much  longer  the  family  remained  there  is  not  known.  His 
son  John  was  living  on  the  place  in  1791,  and  continued 
to  live  there  until  the  old  house  w.as  taken  down  in  1795, 
which  was  proliably  done  by  Thomas  Dresser,  who  had 
bought  it  with  the  lot  in  April  of  that  year. 


27. 

Residence  of  T.  B.  Masury. — Where  Mr.  Masury’s 
house  stands,  the  old  Wallingford  house,  as  it  was  known 
for  many  years  before  its  demolition,  once  stood.  It  was 
built  in  1711  by  Thomas  Hazen,  who  lived  in  the  old  Per¬ 
kins’  house  (No.  30),  and  was  not  wholly  finished  Feb. 
28,  1711-12,  when  he  sold  this  lot  of  land  to  Timothy  Per- 
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kins  of  Topsfield,  who,  in  1720,  sold  it  to  his  son  Nathan¬ 
iel  Perkins,  who  lived  at  No.  30. 

This  part  of  the  original  farm  probably  returned  to  the 
Hazen  family  from  jMr.  Perkins.  Mr.  Ilazen’s  son  John 
married  Mary  Bradstreet  of  Topsfield  about  1711,  and 
probably  lived  at  this  plaee  till  his  removal  to  Lyme  and 
ultimately  to  Norwieh,  Conn.  His  eoiisin  Israel,  son  of 
his  uncle  Edward  Hazen,  probably  also  lived  here.  The 
place  was  undoubtedly  kept  in  the  possession  of  the  family 
until  1784,  March  10,  when  Moses  Hazen,  for  £120,  con¬ 
veyed  to  Mary,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Wallingford,  a  part 
of  the  land  with  the  westerly  half  of  the  house,  a  right  to 
the  well,  and  the  easterly  half  of  the  barn  ivhich  then  stood 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  Mrs.  Wallingford  was  the 
mother  of  John  Sawyer  Blaisdell,  better  known  in  his  time 
as  Johnny  Blaisdell.  Her  first  husband  was  John  Blaisdell 
of  Chelmsford,  who  died  "in  the  army  of  the  Havannah” 
soon  after  Johnny’s  birth  in  1757.  When  Johnny  was 
two  or  three  years  old,  with  his  mother  he  came  to  New¬ 
bury,  her  native  place,  and  when  about  eighteen  went 
with  her  to  B^^field.  While  living  in  Byfield  he  married 
Jane  Adams  of  Rowley  Dec.  13,  1781,  and  the  following 
extract  from  the  Byfield  church  records  proves  the  tradi¬ 
tion  that  he  lost  his  children  : 

“Two  infant  female  children  of  Jolin  Blaisdell  died  one  in  March 
1782  yt  iived  but  a  little  while.  The  other  died  in  April  1783,  who 
lived  about  a  fortnight.” 

The  loss  of  these  children  and  of  his  wife  at  about  the 
same  time,  it  is  said,  i)artially  bereft  him  of  his  reason, 
and  he  was  afterwards  distinguished  for  his  eccentricity,  or 
what  the  Scotch  would  call  "daftness.”  Johnny  afterwards 
resided  with  his  mother. 

Mrs.  Wallingford,  a  daughter  of  John  Sawyer  of  New¬ 
bury,  was  quite  handsome  in  her  youth,  being  known  as 
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"fair  Rosamond.”  Mr.  Wallingford  died  in  1796,  and 
the  family  were  soon  in  destitute  circumstances.  The 
mother  died  in  1820  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  Johnny 
continued  to  reside  in  the  west  part  of  the  house  alone, 
until  his  tragic  end  on  Saturday  evening,  Jan.  7,  1832, 
when  he  fell  into  the  fire-place,  and  his  remains  were  found 
shortly  after  partially  consumed. 

The  place,  afterwards  known  as  the  "  Wallingford,”  came 
into  the  possession  of  Major  Paul  Nelson  about  1800,  and 
continued  to  belong  to  him  probably  until  his  death  in 
1857,  since  which  time  it  has  been  owned  by  Mr.  Thomas 
B.  Masui’y.  In  1878  Mr.  Masury  demolished  the  old 
house  and  erected  his  present  residence  upon  the  same  site. 

The  old  house  was  two  stories  in  height  with  the  old 
fashioned  lean-to,  and  the  old  well-sweep  in  front  betokened 
the  days  of  "  auld  king  syne.”  On  the  window  ledge  of 
the  living  room  was  the  noon  sun-mark,  which  was  al¬ 
ways  in  order  and  a  good  time-keeper  lohen  the  sun  shone. 

During  the  years  the  house  was  possessed  by  Major 
Nelson,  it  was  occupied  by  various  tenants,  Joseph  Adams, 
a  man  named  Darling  and  others.  Miss  ^lary  Ann  Friend, 
daughter  of  John  Friend,  and  afterwards  wife  of  Prof. 
George  Conant  of  Coshocton,  Ohio,  and  Alexander,  N.  Y., 
was  reared  here,  her  parents  having  removed  from  Andover. 
She  died  at  Alexander  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three, 
being  a  person  much  loved,  and  admired  for  her  literary 
tastes  and  productions.  In  1847,  Huldah  Harriman,  the 
centenarian,  could  recall  the  names  of  one  hundred  fami 
lies  who  had  made  this  old  house  their  home. 

In  1736,  when  the  throat  distemper  prevailed  so  fatally 
among  children  over  a  large  extent  of  country,  several 
died  in  this  house.  In  1776,  the  small-pox  had  come  to 
the  inmates,  and  several  were  sick  with  it. 

One  of  the  residents  always  expressed  a  wish  that  he 
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might  never  live  to  see  a  road  past  the  house,  and  in  this 
desire  he  was  gratified,  for  before  the  Salem  thoroughfare 
was  opened  he  had  followed  in  the  train  of  his  predecessors 
and  was  no  longer  numbered  with  the  living. 


28. 

Albert  Nelson  Cellar. — Cornet  Nelson  moved  a 
peat  house  from  the  meadows  to  a  situation  opposite  the 
residence  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Masury  in  1857  and  remodeled 
it  into  a  dwelling.  He  left  his  family,  who  were  living 
in  Georgetown,  and  began  a  hermit’s  life  in  his  new  quar¬ 
ters.  lie  added  to  the  building  from  time  to  time,  and 
continued  to  reside  there  until  1886,  when  he  went  to 
Rowley  and  took  up  his  residence  in  a  similar  habitation 
near  the  marshes.  The  next  year,  he  was  found  dead  in 
his  house  thei’e.  In  1888,  the  house  in  Boxford  came 
into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Masury,  who  removed  the  build¬ 
ings.  Mr.  Nelson  was  an  eccentric  man  of  considerable 
natural  ability.  Ex-mayor  Richards  of  Haverhill  is  his 
grandson. 


29. 

Hardy  Cellar. — In  1865,  after  the  close  of  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  Chandler  B.  Hardy  built  a  small  house 
on  the  southeast  side  of  the  road  about  half  way  from  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Clara  Tidds  in  Georgetown  to  Marden’s 
railroad  crossing,  where  the  cellar  can  be  seen.  Mr. 
Hardy  lived  there  till  the  autumn  of  1868,  when  the  house 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  which  was  set  out  of  enmity  to  Mr. 
Hardy,  by  a  girl  living  in  the  family. 


30. 

Perkins  Cellar. — Some  fifty  rods  nearly  north  from 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Francis  Marden,  in  a  pleasant  clear- 
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ing,  are  an  apple  tree  and  the  remains  of  a  well,  near 
which  is  a  slight  indentation  in  the  ground  which  is  all 
that  now  remains  of  the  cellar  over  which  stood  the  Perkins 
house.  It  was  only  one  story  in  height,  and  was  built  (  ?) 
and  occupied  by  Thomas  Ilazen,  son  of  Edward  Hazen, 
who  was  born  in  Rowley  in  1657.  He  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hewlett,  in  1684,  and  came  to  Box- 
ford  to  live  at  this  place  immediately  after.  Feb.  28, 
1711-12,  he  sold  the  farm  to  Timothy  Perkins  of  Tops- 
held. 

Mr.  Hazen  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  grow  up,  and  most  of  them  followed  their  parents 
to  Norwich,  Conn.,  about  1713.  Mr.  Hazen  held  quite 
au  honorable  position  in  the  town,  having  served  as  town 
clerk  one  year,  and  as  selectman  seven  years.  His  de¬ 
scendants  are  many  and  of  a  distinguished  character.  One 
of  them  is  Rev.  Hervey  Crosby  Hazen,  lately  a  missionary 
to  India,  and  now  a  clergyman  in  Spencer,  N.  Y.  Oth¬ 
ers  are  Hon.  Abraham  D.  Hazen,  the  late  Third-assistant 
Postmaster-General,  and  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen,  who 
distinguished  himself  under  Sherman  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  particidaily  by  his  brilliant  capture  of  Fort 
McAllister,  near  Savannah,  on  the  "March  to  the  Sea.” 
We  could  name  many  others,  but  space  will  permit  only 
mention  of  the  following:  Rev.  Austin  Hazen,  pastor  in 
Hartford  and  Berlin,  Vt. ;  Rev.  Allen  Ihizen,  tor  many 
years  a  missionary  in  India ;  Rev.  Jasper  Hazen,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  honored  ministers  of  the  Christian  de¬ 
nomination  ;  Rev.  Henry  A.  Hazen,  author  of  the  History 
of  Billerica,  Mass. ;  Rev.  Timothy  Allyn  Hazen  of  Go¬ 
shen,  Conn.  ;  and  Rev.  James  King  Hazen,  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
(South)  at  Richmond,  Va. 

Mr.  Perkins  conveyed  the  farm  lo  his  son  Nathaniel 
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Perkins  in  the  spring  of  1720.  Nathaniel  was  born  in 
Topsfield  in  1689,  and  married  Hephzibah,  daughter  of 
Edward  Hazen  (brother  of  Thomas,  above  named),  in 
1716,  and  took  up  his  residence  here.  Mr.  Hazen  had 
lived  here,  we  presume  from  the  removal  of  his  brother 
in  1712,  and  continued  to  do  so.  Dr.  David  Wood,  be¬ 
sides  being  a  widely  known  physician,  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and,  in  1736,  he  charged  Nathaniel  Perkins  for 
writing  "his  father  Hazen’s  will.”  Mr.  Hazen  died  in 
1748. 

Nathaniel  Perkins  was  a  selectman  in  1724  and  1745, 
and  an  ensign  in  the  militia  in  1734,  was  made  a  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  1735,  and  a  capbiin  in  1742.  He  had  nine  chil¬ 
dren.  He  died  in  1773,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  In 
his  will  he  calls  himself  a  "gentleman.”  His  wife  died 
before  1768. 

Mr.  Perkins’  youngest  son  Jacob  succeeded  him  upon 
the  place,  having  married  Mercy  Eowler  of  Ipswich  in 
1759.  He  served  eight  months  in  the  Cambridge  cam¬ 
paign  in  1776.  Shortly  after  his  return  late  in  the  au¬ 
tumn,  the  small-pox  prevailed  in  the  Wallingford  house, 
and  one  morning  when  the  wind  blew  fresh  from  the  south¬ 
east,  Mr.  Perkins  informed  his  family  in  a  manner  ex¬ 
pressing  great  alarm,  that  he  was  assured  the  malady  would 
reach  them,  for  the  smoke  from  the  chimney  of  the  Hazen 
house  had  been  driving  directly  towards  them.  His  fears 
were  shortly  fulfilled,  and  he  was  the  first  one  to  be  made 
a  victim.  It  is  understood  that  his  wife  was  away  at  the 
time  of  his  sickness  and  a  young  girl  had  the  care  of  him. 
One  day  she  went  out  coasting  down  the  slopes  around 
the  place  and  failed  to  administer  the  medicines  at  the 
proper  times.  From  this  neglect,  it  has  come  down  by 
tradition,  Mr.  Perkins  died.  He  was  buried  on  a  knoll 
a  few  rods  west  of  the  house,  and  but  a  few  small  frag- 
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ments  of  a  gravestone  remain  to  mark  the  spot.  The  in¬ 
scription  upon  it  was  as  follows  : — 

IN  MEMORY  OF 
MR.  JACOB  PERKINS, 

WHO  DIED  JANUARY 
11,  1777,  IN  Ye  47th 
YEAR  OF  Ills  AGE. 

Mortal  man  cast  an  eye. 

Read  your  doom. 

Prepare  to  die. 

Trees  have  grown  up  over  and  around  his  grave,  and  it  is 
so  completely  obliterated  that  the  next  generation  will  not 
know  that  any  human  remains  find  rest  beneath  the  soil 
of  the  knoll,  or  that  in  this  spot  a  happy  family  once  had 
their  hearthstone. 

After  Mr.  Perkins’  death  this  was  used  as  a  pest  house, 
and  it  is  a  tradition  that  a  beautiful  daughter  of  Deacon 
Isaac  Perley,  who  lived  at  the  Harden  place  (No.  31), 
and  also  Thomas  Wood,  who  lived  where  the  Tliird-Dis- 
trict  schoolhouse  now  stands,  were  victims  to  the  dread 
scourge  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Perkins  had  no  children.  In  his  will,  which  was 
made  two  and  a  half  years  before  his  death,  he  gives  all 
his  property  to  his  wife.  His  estate  amounted  to  £3,597. 
His  widow  married,  secondly.  Col.  David  Hobart  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  N.  11.,  in  1779.  Colonel  Hobart  was  a  native  of 
Groton,  born  in  1720,  and  settled  in  that  part  of  Hollis, 
N.  H.,  known  as  "One  Pine  Hill,”  about  1748  ;  being 
afterwards  one  of  the  grantees  and  first  settlers  of  Ply¬ 
mouth.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  the  French  war  in  1755, 
and  in  1777  was  colonel  of  the  Twelfth  New  Hampshire 
regiment  under  General  Stark  at  the  battle  of  Bennington, 
where  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  for  his  gallantry 
and  good  conduct,  for  which  he  received  due  commenda¬ 
tion  from  General  Stark,  in  his  report  of  the  battle.  Af- 
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ter  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Col.  Iloburt  removed  to  Ha¬ 
verhill,  Mass.,  and  lived  there  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying 
in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  His  widow  Mercy  died  at  the 
same  place  in  1811.  They  had  hiit  one  child,  Deborah, 
who  married  Nathaniel  Hills,  an  apothecary  in  Haverhill. 


31. 

Residence  of  F.  Marden. — The  old  one-story  house 
that  formerly  stood  in  the  rear  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis  Marden  was  occupied  a  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago, 
tradition  says,  by  Isaac  Perley,  who  was  known  as  "Dea¬ 
con.”  He  had  a  daughter  of  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
who  was  famed  for  her  beauty.  'When  the  small-pox 
came  into  this  neighborhood,  and  the  Perkins  house  (No. 
30)  was  opened  as  a  pest  house,  several  of  those  who 
deemed  themselves  in  danger  took  up  their  residence  in 
it  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  living  or  dying,  as  the  fates 
might  determine.  It  was  believed  that  the  disease  would 
lirove  harmless  to  persons  in  perfect  health  who  properly 
met  it  when  it  showed  its  first  symptoms,  and  they  would 
have  but  the  varioloid  at  the  most.  The  deaths  of  num¬ 
bers  proved  how  uncertain  this  theory  was.  Mr.  Perley’s 
daughter  was  one  of  those  who  went  thei-c  to  escape  a  more 
dreadful  form  of  the  disease,  but  met  it  and  died. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Perley  very  soon  after  removed  to 
Boston,  Me.,  being  succeeded  upon  the  farm  by  Benjamin 
Emerson  before  1791.  He  was  a  stone-mason  by  trade, 
and  a  relative  of  the  Topsfield  family  of  that  name,  being 
known  as  "Brother”  Emerson.  He  fell  from  a  load  of 
hay  and  broke  his  neck  in  August,  1823,  when  he  was 
sixty-eight  years  old. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Emerson,  his  daughter 
Betsey,  into  whose  possession  the  })lace  came,  took  down 
the  old  house,  and  built  on  the  same  site  another  small 
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oiie-story  house  immediately  afterward.  She  lived  in  it 
here  until  about  18(50,  when  she  moved  the  house  to 
Georgetown,  where  an  addition  w'as  made  to  it.  It  is  the 
house  on  Main  street  now  owned  by  Mr.  James  Sullivan. 

The  present  "Davis”  house,  as  it  is  called,  standing  only 
a  few  rods  from  the  site  of  the  old  house,  was  built  about 
1800,  presumably  by  Mr.  Emerson.  A  Mr.  Davis  owned 
the  farm  many  years  ago.  By  the  side  of  the  "Davis” 
house  stands  the  I’esidence  of  Mr.  Francis  Marden,  who 
came  from  Maine,  married  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Davis,  and 
built  the  house  in  1850.  He  now  owns  and  cultivates  the 
farm.  In  the  Davis  house  resides  Mr.  Marden’s  son  Alvin. 

32. 

Joseph  Killam  Cellar. — The  old  Killam  house,  once 
standing  east  of  Stevens’  pond,  was  erected  about  1730 
by  Jacob  Perley,  son  of  Jacol),  who  lived  at  No.  76.  Ho 
was  born  in  1700,  and  married  Sarah  Morse  of  Newbury 
in  1729.  He  died  in  the  summer  of  1750,  leaving  a  widow, 
Sarah,  and  several  children  :  Isaac,  who  lived  at  No.  31  ; 
Jacob,  who  settled  in  Chester,  N.  H. ;  Benjamin,  who  lived 
on  the  old  homestead  ;  Sarah,  who  married  Jacob  Wyman 
of  Bradford ;  and  John  who  settled  in  Haverhill.  The 
last-named  Jacol)  Perley  was  grandfather  of  Rev.  Joshua 
Perley  Eaton  of  Bangor,  Me. 

Mr.  Perley  was  succeeded  on  the  place  by  his  son  Ben¬ 
jamin,  who  was  born  in  1735,  and  married,  first,  in  1759, 
Hannah  Clarke  of  Boxford ;  and,  second,  in  1773,  Ap- 
phia  Andrews  of  Danvers.  In  1783,  he  sold  out  to  Dan¬ 
iel  Nurse,  and  removed  to  Topsfield,  where  he  remained 
a  few  years  and  then  settled  in  Dunl)arton,  N.  H.,  where 
he  was  l)nrned  to  death  trying  to  extinguish  the  flames  of 
his  burning  house,  while  the  rest  of  the  family  were  at 
church.  This  was  in  1816,  when  he  was  in  his  eighty- 
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first  year.  lie  had  twelve  children,  all  hut  the  young¬ 
est  having  been  born  in  Boxfbrd,  and  more  than  sixty- 
two  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Nurse  married  Eunice  Perley  of  Boxford  in  1759, 
and  removed  to  this  house  in  1783.  He  was  probably 
from  Danvers.  In  1790  he  removed  to  Rowley,  where 
the  family  own  a  private  cemetery  on  the  road  leading 
from  Rowley  to  Ipswich.  He  was  a  private  in  Capt. 
"William  Perley’s  company  of  minute  men,  which  marched 
to  the  battle  of  Lexington  April  19,  1775,  and  was  sta¬ 
tioned  two  months  in  the  following  winter  at  Winter  Hill. 

Moody  Perley,  a  son  of  Moses  Perley  who  lived  in  No. 
76,  was  living  here  in  1791.  Two  years  later  he  married 
a  Gould  from  Topsfield,  and  had  one  or  two  children  l)orn 
here.  April  1,  1802,  he  sold  the  place  to  Joseph  Killam, 
and  removed  to  the  Adams  house  (No.  95). 

The  place  ivas  then  occupied  by  Mr.  Killam  until  1815, 
when  he  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight.  He  was  born  in 
No.  147,  in  1777,  and  was  the  father  of  the  late  Capt. 
John  Killam  and  Capt.  Ho^ea  Killam,  both  of  George¬ 
town,  and  grandfather  of  Ubert  Killam,  cashier  of  Mer- 
rimac  National  Bank,  Haverhill.  The  family  resided  upon 
the  homestead  until  1830,  since  which  time  no  house  has 
stood  there. 


33. 

Home  of  Hon.  Aaron  Wood. — On  the  site  of  the  late 
residence  of  Charles  C.  Stevens  an  old  house  once  stood. 
It  was  doubtless  built  before  1750.  The  Hon.  Aaron 
AVood  lived  at  this  place  from  the  time  of  his  marriage 
until  his  death  in  1791.  The  old  house,  in  which  he  kept 
a  country  store  in  his  early  life,  was  hurned,  with  i)art  of 
the  furniture,  October  22,  1774.  The  following  is  a  coi)y 
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of  the  account  of  the  fire  as  it  appeared  in  the  Essex  Ga¬ 
zelle  of  the  following  week  : — 

“Salem,  October  25. 

“  Laft  Saturday  the  Dwelling  Iloufe  of  Aaron  Wood,  Efq:  of  Box- 
ford,  was  confumed  by  Fire,  together  with  Fart  of  his  Houfehold  Fur¬ 
niture.” 

Mr.  AVood  immediately  built  a  new  house  upon  the 
same  site. 

Mr.  Wood  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Jane,  the  widow 
of  Dr.  Eliphalet  Kilburn  an  early  physician  of  Rowley. 
She  was  the  grandmother  of  Hon.  Charles  Kill)ourne  Wil¬ 
liams,  governor  of  Vermont.  She  died  in  1775,  and  her 
funeral  was  held  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
The  following  obituary  notice  is  copied  from  the  contem¬ 
porary  Essex  Gazelle: 

“Oil  Thurfday,  June  15th,  ultimo,  died  at  Boxford,  of  an  Apoplexy, 
in  the  CSth  Year  of  her  Age,  Mrs.  Jane  Wood,  the  virtuous  coiifort 
of  Aauon  Wood,  Efq:  of  that  Town.  In  her  were  happily  united 
the  allectionate  Wife,  tender  Parent,  indulgent  Miftrefs,  fincere  Friend, 
and,  to  crown  all,  exemplary  Chriftian.  —  Her  Friends  are  left  to 
mourn  their  own  Lofs,  but  they  rejoice  in  tiie  Reafou  there  is  to  hope 
that  fhe  has  exchanged  a  World  of  Mifery  and  Trouble  for  a  State  of 
Ilappinefs  and  Joy.  —  Her  Remains  were  interred  on  Saturday  fol¬ 
lowing  with  every  Mark  of  Refpect,  and  in  a  ftrict  Conformity  to  the 
Method  recommended  liy  tlie  Honoralile  Continental  Congrefs.” 

In  1776,  Mr.  AVood  lUiirried  Airs.  Lydia  Barnard, 
diiughter  of  Phineas  AVarren  of  AViiltham,  and  widow  of 
David  Barnard  ot  AAbitertown.  In  1775,  the  British  drove 
the  General  Court  from  Boston,  and  the  following  winter 
Mr.  AV^ood  :md  others  of  the  Representatives  boarded  with 
Mrs.  Biiriiiird  in  AV:itertown.  Air.  Wood  fell  in  love  with 
his  hostess,  iind  married  and  brought  her  to  Boxford.  She 
was  a  woman  of  strong  mind  and  body,  weighing  over 
two  hundred  pounds.  AVhen  the  British  retreated  after 
the  Battle  of  Lexington,  they  passed  by  her  house.  One 
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of  the  privates  had  stolen  a  horse,  and  was  making  his  re¬ 
treat  in  style.  He  said  something  to  Mrs.  Barnard  that 
was  not  acceptable  to  her  patriotic  mind,  and  she  pulled 
him  from  the  horse  and  took  him  prisoner  ;  and,  it  is  said, 
this  was  the  first  prisoner  taken  during  the  Revolution. 

On  the  day  that  Mr.  Wood  died,  his  tailor,  Thomas 
Perley  (see  No.  24),  was  cutting  him  a  suit  of  clothes 
preparatory  to  returning  to  the  State  legislature.  Mr. 
Wood  had  just  brought  in  a  handful  of  wood,  and  had  sat 
down  in  a  chair,  when  he  suddenly  expired.  The  follow¬ 
ing  obituary  notice  of  Mr.  Wood  is  copied  from  the  Salem 
Gazelle,  published  in  the  month  of  his  decease  : — 

“Boxford,  Jan.  24,  1791. 

“  ‘  iVo  man  hath  power  over  the  fpirit  to  retain  thefpirit.  Yet,  bleffed 
are  the  dea  l,  that  die  in  the  Lord  ;  they  reft  from  their  labor,  and  their 
Works  follow  them.' 

“  THURSDAY  the  20th  inftant,  the  Honorable  AARON  WOOD,  Efq. 
in  the  72il  year  of  his  a^e — bein^  in  his  ufual  health  and  vigor,  fitting 
in  ills  cliair,  and  his  family  round  liim —  left  this  bufy  fcene  of  life,  and 
in  an  inftant  of  time,  witliout  any  apparent  diforder,  and  fcarcely  a 
flruggle,  or  a  figh,  paft  into  the  world  of  fpirits ;  perhaps  in  as  eafy 
and  fudden  a  manner  as  ever  anyone  did.  In  juftice  to  his  memory,  it 
may  be  truly  faid,  that  through  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  was  exemplary 
for  virtue,  ferioufiiefs,  piety  and  devotion ;  and  a  conftant  walker  with 
God,  in  all  his  ordinances.  He  was  a  kind  and  tender  hufband ;  cheer¬ 
ful,  fincere  and  agreeable  to  his  friends;  candid  and  forgiving  to  the 
envious.  Integrity  and  ability  graced  all  the  important  offices  which 
he  for  many  years  held  in  the  Town,  County  and  State.  In  a  word,  he 
was  plain  and  unaffected  in  his  manners ;  Ready  and  refolute  in  his  con¬ 
duct;  humane,  temperate,  juft  and  bountiful.  He  fpent  feveral  years 
of  the  younger  part  of  his  life,  as  a  faithful  and  inftructive  mafter,  in 
teaching  a  pul)lic  fchool ;  and  altho  God,  in  his  all-wife  Providence, 
withheld  from  him  the  bleffing  of  fons  and  daughters,  yet  he  was  pof- 
feffed  of  an  uncommon  parental  affection,  and  regard  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  rifing  generation ;  which  is  very  amply  proved  by  his  laft 
will  and  tefiament,  which  bequeathed  all  his  real  eftate  to  the  fupport 
of  a  Grammar  School,  in  the  town  of  Boxford,  forever  —  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.  In  ins  more  public  character,  he  was  judicious, 
firm  &  perfeveriug,  in  every  public  truft  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
HIST.  COM..  xx\ii  <■> 
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hold.  The  laft  30  years  of  his  life  have  been  moftly  employed  as  a 
Member  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  moft  critical  and  trying  periods, 
in  the  Senate,  in  the  Council,  and  Conventions;  all  wiiich  important 
places  he  has  held,  and  difeharged  the  feveral  duties  thereof,  with 
fuch  flrmnefs,  wifdom  and  juftice,  as  to  approve  himfelf  to  his  Country 
to  his  Confcience,  and  to  his  GOD.  In  him,  the  Commonwealth  have 
loll  an  able  Statefman,  a  generous  Patron,  and  a  real  Friend;  his  Wife, 
an  endearing  Ilulband;  and  the  World,  an  honeft  Man. 

“  *  The  juft  man’s  ways  are  God’s  delight. 

He  orders  all  his  Heps  aright.’  ” 

It  is  supposed  the  epitaph  upon  Mr.  Wood’s  monumental 
tablet  is  the  widow’s  lamentation  : 

“Yet  my  fond  hope  would  hear  him  speak  again 
Once  more  at  least  one  gentle  word  &  then 
Aaron  aloud  I  call  iu  vain  I  cry 
Aaron  aloud ;  for  he  must  ne’er  reply 
In  vain  I  mourn  &  drop  these  funeral  tears 
Death  &  the  grave  have  ueillier  eyes  nor  ears.” 

She  afterwards  married  Mr.  Benjamin  Spofford,  and  died 
in  1839  at  the  age  of  ninety-live. 

The  season  after  Mr.  Wood’s  death  the  farm  was  cari  ied 
on  by  Jonas  Warren,  and  a  year  later  it  was  leased  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parties  for  one  thousand  years.  The  main  portion 
of  the  farm  was  leased  to  Dea.  Parker  Spolibrd,  who  re¬ 
fitted  the  old  mansion,  as  far  as  need  be,  into  a  fine  country 
tavern.  This  was  one  of  the  stopping  places  of  the  famous 
stage-driver  Pinkham,  whose  route  was  over  the  old  An¬ 
dover  road.  The  first  post-office  that  existed  in  the  town 
w’as  kept  in  this  tavern  until  1826,  and  the  good  old  dea¬ 
con  carried  the  mail  matter  with  him  when  he  went  to 
church,  and  distributed  it  to  the  respective  owners.  This 
tavern  flourished  till  Mr.  Spoflbid’s  death  in  1836. 

Josiah  Kimball  soon  after  succeeded  Mr.  Spofford  in  the 
possession  of  the  farm  as  well  as  the  deaconship  that  his 
death  had  rendered  vacant.  Deacon  Kimball  removed  to 
Lawrence  in  1852,  and  thence  to  Boston,  where  he  died 
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three  or  four  years  ago.  His  remains  lie  in  Harmony  Cem¬ 
etery  near  his  old  home  here,  and  his  heirs  have  erected 
over  them  a  tine  marble  monument. 

The  farm  soon  after  came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Stevens,  and  he  resided  there  until  he  removed  to  South 
Framingham  some  six  years  since.  The  place  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  tenants  a  year  or  two  and  was  accidentally  ( ?) 
burnt  in  1877.  Mr.  Israel  Herrick  then  purchased  the 
farm,  but  the  cellar  remains  as  the  tire  left  it.  Mr.  Ste¬ 
vens  made  it  a  summer  boarding  house,  its  pleasant  loca¬ 
tion  and  the  proximity  of  a  beautiful  pond  rendering  it 
attractive  to  city  people. 

A  part  of  this  farm  was  a  portion  of  old  Camp  Stanton, 
where  several  regiments  of  volunteer  soldiers  were  quar¬ 
tered  and  drilled  in  18G2.  The  muster  was  also  held  here 
in  August,  1868.  This  plain  is  believed  to  have  been  used 
as  a  training  field  as  early  as  1775. 

An  incident  occurred  in  1827  which  should  be  given  in 
connection  with  this  house.  Flint  Tyler,  an  old  man, 
who  then  lived  at  the  Adams  house  (No.  95),  was  one 
morning  going  home  from  Topstield  Avay,  and  when  near 
the  Savage  house  saw  that  this  house  was  on  tire.  Mr. 
Barnes  was  then  living  at  the  Savage  house,  and  Mr.  Ty¬ 
ler  leisurely  got  out  of  his  wagon,  went  to  the  door,  and 
knocked.  Capt.  John  Peabody,  who  was  there,  came  to 
the  door,  and  being  informed  by  Mr.  Tyler  of  the  cause 
of  alarm,  hastened  to  the  wagon,  got  in,  and  hurried  Mr. 
Tyler  to  follow  his  example  and  drive  as  fast  as  possible 
to  the  tire.  But  the  beast  was  never  known  to  hurry,  nor 
be  hurried,  nor  Mr.  Tyler  either.  About  half-way  across 
the  plain,  Mr.  Peabody  jumped  from  the  wagon,  being 
exasperated  at  the  slow  jogging  of  the  animal,  and  ran  to 
the  scene  of  danger.  Mr.  Spotibrd’s  family  were  at  din¬ 
ner.  !Mr.  Peabody  burst  into  the  room  where  they  were 
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eating,  and  hurriedly  called  for  an  axe  stating  that  the 
house  was  on  fire.  The  Deacon  was  }iei  fectly  bewildered, 
and  throwing  up  his  arms,  shrieked  :  "Where  !  where  ! !” 
But  one  of  the  daughters  was  more  composed,  and,  getting 
an  axe,  she  showed  Mr.  Peabody  to  the  garret,  where  by 
a  few  minutes  of  quick  chopping  he  cut  away  the  burning 
boards,  and  saved  the  house.  As  he  cut  away  the  last 
fragment  of  blazing  board,  he  looked  out  of  the  aperture 
he  had  made,  and  saw  Mr.  Tyler  just  tying  his  horse  to 
the  garden  fence.  By  prompt  and  decisive  action  the 
house  and  much  other  valuable  property  was  saved.  A 
storm  had  been  brewing  for  several  days,  and  a  strong 
easterly  wind  carried  the  cinders  from  the  chimney  to  the 
dry,  parched  roof,  which  immediately  ignited.  Mr.  Pea¬ 
body  stopped  to  help  Mr.  Spoftbrd  fix  the  damaged  por¬ 
tion,  and  immediately  after  this  was  done  the  rain  began 
to  fall,  a  long  storm  ensuing. 

34. 

Thomas  Wood  Cellar. — Where  the  present  Third- 
District  schoolhouse  now  stands  was  an  old  cellar ;  and 
over  this  cellar  a  century  ago  stood  an  old-fashioned  house, 
with  the  lean-to  and  huge  chimney.  It  is  said  that  around 
this  house  and  its  accompanying  farm  buildings  were  fruit 
trees  and  shrubbery  of  all  kinds,  which  rendered  the  place 
very  inviting.  The  first  owner  of  this  homestead  known 
to  the  writer  was  Thomas  Wood,  brother  to  Hon.  Aaron 
Wood.  They  were  sons  of  John  Wood,  who  was  born 
in  1680,  and  who  may  have  lived,  and  his  children  been 
born,  at  this  place. 

Thomas  Wood  married  Margaret  Pei’kins  of  Topsfield 
in  1757,  and  resided  here  as  long  as  ho  lived.  He  died 
of  the  small-pox  Feb.  13,  1777,  aged  forty-nine.  He 
entered  the  pest  house  (No.  30)  received  inoculation  and 
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died  there.  His  widow  continued  to  reside  here  a  short 
time,  then  sold  out  to  Stephen  Peabody,  who  about  1795 
moved  the  house  to  where  it  now  stands,  removed  the 
leanto  and  remodeled  the  chimney.  It  is  now  known  as 
the  "Butcher  Peabody  house”  (No.  76).  The  widow  Wood 
afterwards  built  a  small  house  on  the  Chapman  road  be¬ 
yond  the  pond,  and  resided  there  many  years.  She  at 
length  died  in  1830,  having  attained  the  age  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  one  years  and  ten  months.  They  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren.  Their  daughter  Mehitable  married  Aaron  Perley, 
and  Jenny  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  James  Buswell  of  Dun¬ 
barton,  N.  H. 

Thomas  Wood  owned  the  land  now  included  in  the  new 
portion  of  Harmony  Cemetery,  which  he  sold  to  a  company 
of  proprietors  in  1766. 

35. 

Chapman  Cellar.  —  Daniel  Chapman  of  Linebrook 
Parish,  Ipswich,  married  Hepziliah  Howe  in  1764,  came 
to  Boxford  the  same  year,  and  built  on  the  Chapman  road 
the  house  that  used  to  stand  over  what  is  now  known  as 
the  old  Chapman  cellar.  IMr.  Chapman  resided  here  un¬ 
til  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1799,  at  the  age  of  tifty- 
nine  years.  His  son  Daniel  then  lived  upon  the  place  till 
his  death,  in  1835.  Johnson  Savage  was  the  last  resident. 
He  died  here  in  1846.  The  old  house  fell  down  about 
1848.  It  was  old-fashioned,  with  a  lean-to,  two  stories 
in  height,  and  contained  on  the  tirst  floor  two  front  rooms, 
a  backroom  and  pantry.  Mr.  Francis  Savage,  principal 
of  the  Ainesbury  high-school,  was  born  here. 


36. 

Peggy-Wood  Cellar. — About  1780,  Margaret,  widow 
of  Thomas  Wood,  who  lived  at  No.  34,  and  who  died  in 
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1777,  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  Chapman  road  near  the 
pond  a  small  house,  to  which  she  removed  when  she  sold 
the  farm  to  Stephen  Peabody.  The  house  was  16x20 
feet,  one  story  in  height  and  contained  but  one  room.  She 
lived  there  but  a  short  time,  and  then  the  house  was  in¬ 
habited  by  Ezra  Wildes  (who  had  lived  at  No.  16),  his 
family  consisting  of  his  wife  and  nine  boys.  The  Peggy- 
Wood  house,  as  it  was  called,  has  been  gone  more  than 
half  a  century,  and  a  maple  tree  nearly  a  foot  in  diameter 
now  rises  from  the  cellar  and  shades  the  whole  cavity. 

37. 

Savage  House. — This  house  was  probably  built  about 
1773  by  Amos  Perley,  who  lived  in  the  residence  of  B. 
S.  Baines,  Esq.,  No.  39.  A  blacksmith’s  shop  stood  near 
the  cemetery,  in  Avhich,  we  should  judge  from  the  town 
records,  John  Stiles  worked  in  1774  and  later,  and  in  which 
bullets  were  run  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers  during  the 
lievolution. 

About  1786,  Mr.  Perley  sold  the  place,  which  consisted 
of  a  house  and  barn  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  Thomas 
Butman  of  Marblehead,  whose  son  of  the  same  name  took 
up  his  residence  in  this  house.  Here  were  born  several 
children  to  him  and  his  wife  Sarah. 

Mr.  Butman,  senior,  removed  to  Tyngsborough,  Mass., 
and  Dec.  18,  1793,  for  £180,  sold  the  farm  to  Thomas 
Dresser  of  Boxford,  who  was  born  in  the  Dresser  house. 
No.  66.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  having  learned  the  trade 
in  his  lather’s  shop.  He  married  Hannah  Hazen,  the 
"witch,”  and  about  1800  removed  to  Andover,  Maine. 

The  place  was  then  owned  by  John  Dorman  of  Boxford, 
who  in  1813  sold  out  to  Phineas  Barnes.  His  son  Mr. 
Phineas  W.  Barnes  lived  here  a  number  of  years,  having 
removed  from  No.  39,  and  carried  on  the  butchering  busi- 


THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD. 


81 


ness.  He  removed  to  No.  100,  where  he  continued  his 
calling.  The  place  was  then  owned  for  many  years  by 
William  J.  Savage,  who  sold  out  and  left  the  town  about 
1877.  The  place  was  then  let  for  a  time,  and  at  length 
purchased  by  Samuel  Clark,  who,  after  residing  here  a  few 
years,  sold  out  to  B.  S.  Barnes,  and  removed  to  George¬ 
town,  where  he  now  resides.  Mr.  William  P.  Keyes 
bought  and  refitted  the  house,  seven  years  ago,  making  it 
much  more  convenient  and  pleasant. 


38. 

Amos  Stevens’  House. — The  late  Amos  Stevens  built 
his  residence  in  1840.  He  died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four,  and  his  widow  has  since  resided  upon  the  place. 
His  epitaph : 

“He  put  his  trust  In  God.” 

39. 

Besidence  of  B.  S.  Barnes. — The  residence  of  Benja¬ 
min  S.  Barnes,  Esq.,  was  built  by  Paul  Prichard,  a  house- 
wright,  about  1749,  when  he  came  to  Boxford  and  married 
Hannah,  sister  of  Cooi)er  Nat  Perley.  They  resided  in 
this  house  until  the  beginning  of  the  Kevolution,  when  they 
removed  to  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.  In  Boxford  Mr.  Prich¬ 
ard  held  several  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  was  one  of 
the  substantial  and  intluential  citizens  of  his  day.  He 
contributed  liberally  of  his  means  to  support  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  had  two  sons  in  actual  service.  In 
New  Ipswich,  he  was  a  selectman  three  years  and  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  General  Court  in  1779.  He  died  in 
1787,  aged  sixty-four  years.  Mrs.  Prichard  was  a  woman 
of  uncommon  energy  of  l)ody  and  mind,  and  could  accom¬ 
plish  the  ordinary  labor  of  three  persons.  She  had  made 
the  subject  of  midwifery  a  study,  and  had  considerable 
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practice  in  Boxford.  In  curing  scrofula,  salt  rhenm,  liver 
complaint,  etc.,  her  fame  was  quite  extensive.  She  also 
gained  a  successful  practice  in  her  adopted  town.  She 
was  always  ready  to  answer  calls,  and  allowed  no  weather 
to  detain  her;  and,  though  unusually  corpulent,  when  the 
roads  were  blocked  np  with  snow  and  others  would  quail 
at  the  undertaking,  she  would  mount  her  snow-shoes  and 
breast  the  storm  over  hill  and  dale.  This  she  continued 
to  do  until  very  far  advanced  in  life,  to  the  great  annoy¬ 
ance  of  the  accredited  physician.  She  was  a  widow 


twenty-three  years,  dying  in  1810,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one.  Jeremiah  Prichard,  for  many  years  the  American 
Consul  at  Porto  Kico,  was  their  great  grandson.  Among 
their  descendants  was  also  Moses  Prichard,  of  Concord, 
for  man}'  years  sheriff  of  Middlesex  coimt}'^.  Mass. 

This  place  then  came  into  the  possession  of  Amos  Per- 
loy,  who  I'cmoved  to  Buxton,  Me.,  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century.  It  was  then  owned  by  Benjamin  Spofford, 
who  died  in  183G,  and  Phineas  Barnes  who  married  his 
daughter  moved  to  this  place  from  No.  37.  lie  resided 
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here  until  his  death,  in  1856,  since  which  time  his  son  B. 
S.  Barnes  has  been  in  possession.  Mr.  Phineas  Barnes, 
jr.,  resided  here  a  short  time,  and  continued  his  butcher¬ 
ing  business,  until  he  removed  to  No.  37. 

Mr.  Phineas  Barnes,  senior,  was  born  in  Waltham  in 
1780,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  His  epitaph: 

“  He  has  left  this  world,  his  toils  are  o’er, 

Ill  sweetest  songs  of  praise  adore, 

Where  parting  friends  shall  meet  again. 

Free  from  all  sorrow,  grief  and  pain.” 

Mrs.  Barnes  died  in  October,  1850,  five  years  before 
her  husband,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  Her  epitaph  : 

“Mother,  thou  hast  gone  to  rest. 

We  no  more  Avill  weep  for  thee. 

For  thou  art  now  among  the  blest ; 

Where  thy  spirit  longed  to  be.” 

On  another  stone  in  the  same  lot  is  the  following  in¬ 
scription  : 

WILLIE 

Was  with  us  5  yrs.  2  mo. 

But  is  not 
for  God  took  him. 


40. 

Black  Cellar. — Near  the  residence  of  B.  S.  Barnes, 
Esq.,  on  the  side  of  the  hill  in  his  field,  about  halfway 
from  his  house  to  Mrs.  Killam’s,  was  an  old  cellar,  of 
which  most  signs  are  now  gone.  Cooper  Nat  Perley,  who 
was  born  in  1735  and  died  in  1810,  said  a  Black  family 
lived  there,  and  that  when  he  was  young  he  "used  to  go  up 
and  see  their  girls.” 

Later  investigation  has  shed  more  light  upon  the  his¬ 
tory  of  this  old  place.  James  Black,  whose  wife  Abigail 
died  in  1720,  he  having  married  her  about  1700,  doubtless 
lived  there  from  the  latter  date.  He  had  sons,  Edmund, 
James,  John,  Josiah  and  Daniel,  and  a  daughter  Abigail, 
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who  married  Timothy  Sessions  of  Andover.  The  son 
Daniel  was  born  in  1715,  and  married  Sarah  Symonds  of 
Boxford  in  1740.  Daniel  owned  and  lived  on  this  place. 
He  had  several  children,  Sarah,  Jane,  Lydia,  Hannah, 
Daniel,  Daniel,  Jacob  and  Samuel.  Both  himself  and  w’ife 
were  members  of  the  church,  and  as  long  tis  Rev.  Mr. 
Rogers  remained  here  their  children  were  baptized  in  the 
First  Church  ;  after  his  departure  the  next  two  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Black  race  were  baptized  in  West  Boxford,  the 
next  one  in  Linebrook  Parish,  and  the  last  one,  of  whom 
we  have  any  record,  in  West  Boxford.  It  was  these  four 
girls  that  Nat  Perley  used  to  ”  go  to  see.”  In  March,  1762, 
Mr.  Black  sold  out  to  Jacob  Perley  of  Boxford,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Holden  in  Worcester  County,  where  he  settled. 
This  was  probably  the  Jacob  Perley  who  removed  to  Ches¬ 
ter,  N.  H.,  finally  settling  in  Wilton,  Me. 

41. 

John  Hale  Cellar. — An  old  house  once  stood  in  the 
pasture  about  fifty  rods  south  of  the  residence  of  B.  S. 
Barnes,  Esq.  Nothing  is  now  known  of  it.  A  John  Hale 
is  supposed  to  have  lived  there  in  1757,  which  a  deed  of 
that  date  seems  to  prove.  He  probably  moved  to  the 
General  Lowe  homestead  (No.  48)  shortly  after  the  above 
date.  Mr.  Hale  was  probably  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Watson)  Hale,  and  perhaps  born  at  No.  7  in  1717. 


42. 

John  Hale  House. — The  farm  owned  and  occupied  by 
the  late  John  Hale  was  in  the  possession  of  William  Wat¬ 
son  as  early  as  1687.  Mr.  Watson  came  from  Ipswich, 
and  probably  lived  in  the  old  house  that  used  to  stand  at 
this  place. 

He  married,  first,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Allan  Perley,  in 
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1670  and,  second,  Mary»  widow  of  Thomas  Hale  of  New¬ 
bury,  in  1695.  Mrs.  Hale  had  come  to  Boxford  with  her 
son  Joseph  in  1691.  Mr.  Watson  died  June  27,  1710, 
and  his  widow  at  the  age  of  eighty-five,  Dec.  8,  1715. 
His  daughter  Mary  had  married  his  wife’s  son  Joseph  in 
1693,  and  these  children  became  possessors  of  the  farm. 
By  her  and  a  second  wife  Joseph  had  fifteen  children  born 
here.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Hales  that  ever  re¬ 
sided  in  Boxford,  and  of  thousands  in  this  and  other  states. 
Among  the  descendants  of  Joseph  Hale  are  Dr.  Joseph 
Hale  of  Miller’s  Corners,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Hon.  Eu¬ 
gene  Hale,  M.  C.  from  Maine,  Hon.  Artemas  Hale,  M.C. 
from  Massachusetts,  and  many  others  that  are  distin¬ 
guished.  Mr.  Hale  was  himself  a  member  of  the  General 
Court,  and  was  very  prominent  in  the  town  as  a  select¬ 
man,  a  captain  in  the  militia,  and  as  town  clerk  for  ten 
years.  He  died  in  1761,  lacking  only  seven  days  of  com¬ 
pleting  his  ninetieth  year. 

This  place  afterward  came  into  the  possession  of  Phineas 
Perley  who  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  town  almshouse  in 
1766.  Mr.  Perley  died  in  Ipswich  in  1832,  by  the  burst¬ 
ing  of  a  blood  vessel  while  rowing  a  boat,  and  his  family 
continued  to  reside  upon  the  place  a  year  or  two  after  his 
decease.  Dr.  Joseph  G.  Perley,  a  veterinary  surgeon, 
who  recently  died  in  Lynn,  was  his  son  ;  Dr.  Albert  Lam¬ 
bert  of  Springfield,  and  Rev.  Alexander  Sternson  Twom- 
bly,  Charlestown,  are  his  grandsons. 

In  1834,  the  place  was  purchased  by  Mr.  John  Hale 
(then  living  in  No.  8),  who  resided  upon  it  until  his  death 
in  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  The  place  has  since 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Alvin  C.  Norcross  of  Boston, 
who  now  owns  it.  Two  of  Mr.  Hale’s  sons  gave  up  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  their  country  during  the  late  Re¬ 
bellion.  Mr.  Hale,  for  a  few  years,  manufactured  shoes 
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here,  and  built  a  lar"e  factory  building,  which  was  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  summer  hotel  by  his  son  John  in  1889. 
See  No.  43. 

43. 

Hotel  Placidia. — This  summer  resort  was  a  portion 
of  the  John  Hale  farm,  and  the  hotel  building  was  the 
shoe  factory  mentioned  in  No.  42.  The  owner,  Mr.  John 
Hale,  inherited  this  building  and  the  land  under  and  ad¬ 
joining  from  his  father,  the  late  John  Hale,  in  1888. 
Mr.  Hale  fitted  up  the  factory  into  the  capacious  three- 
story  structure  as  it  now  exists.  Situated  on  the  shore  of 
a  beautiful  lake,  and  near  cool,  shady  groves,  the  resort  is 
attractive.  Mr.  Hale  resides  in  the  hotel  the  year  round. 


44. 

Eesidence  of  \V.  M.  Andrews. — Mr.  William  M. 
Andrews  built  his  house  in  1874,  on  land  purchased  of  the 
late  Amos  Stevens. 


45. 

Residence  of  A.  11.  Towne. — Mr.  Albert  H.  Towne 
built  his  residence  on  land  purchased  of  Mr.  Ebeii  N. 
Price  of  Salem,  in  1888. 

40. 

Residence  of  J.  Leavitt.  —  Mr.  Joseph  Leavitt  of 
Poston  moved  to  Boxford  and  built  his  present  residence 
in  1888  upon  land  purchased  of  Mr.  Leverett  S.  Howe. 


47. 

Railroad  Station. — The  railroad  station  was  built  by 
the  Danvers  &  Newburyport  Railroad  C»)mpany  iii  1853. 
It  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Rail¬ 
road  in  1859.  The  house  portion  of  the  depot  has  been 
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occupied  by  the  several  station  agents,  viz. :  S.  Page  Lake, 
John  Hale,  jr.,  Samuel  ^McKenzie,  William  J.  Badger, 
Charles  W.  Gardner  and  Albert  G.  Hurlbutt.  These 
gentlemen  are  all  living,  except  Messrs.  Lake  and  Badger. 

In  J  annary,  1889,  the  East  Boxford  post-office  was  es¬ 
tablished,  and  located  in  the  station,  Mr.  Hurlbutt  being 
postmaster. 


48. 

Gen.  Lowe  Cellar.  — The  General  Solomon  Low’e 
mansion  was  built  about  1740  by  John  Hale,  who  was 
born  in  Boxford  in  1717,  being  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Watson)  Hale.  He  married  in  1738  Priscilla,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Stephen  Peabody,  and  was  born  in  1719  in 
No.  68.  Mr.  Hale  died  in  1771,  leaving  a  will,  in  which 
he  devised  the  farm  to  his  son  Eliphalet,  who  was  then 
but  eight  years  of  age.  The  next  spring  the  widow’s 
dower  was  set  otf.  A  part  of  this  dower  consisted  of  one- 
third  part  of  the  mill.  Mr.  Hale’s  children  were  six  in 
number,  three  daughters  and  three  sons.  In  1774,  his 
widow  married  Thomas  Hammond  of  Swanzey,  N.  H. 

It  is  probable  that  the  young  son,  Eliphalet  Hale,  died 
before  coming  of  age,  and  that  his  brother  John,  who  was 
born  in  1745,  became  possessed  of  the  place.  John  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Lord  of  Ipswich  in  1765,  and  resided  here. 
A  very  short  time  after  his  mariiagc  he  went  to  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Provinces,  it  is  said,  to  escape  some  corporal  punish¬ 
ment  that  he  anticipated.  This  Miss  Lord  was  doubtless 
a  sister  of  Lucy  Lord,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Lowe,  who,  in 
1767,  came  from  Ipswich  and  hired  this  farm.  Mrs.  Hale 
may  have  resided  with  them  as  long  as  she  lived. 

Mr.  Lowe  had  nine  sons,  all  but  the  oldest  having  been 
born  here.  The  eighth  son  was  Solomon,  who  was  famous 
as  a  military  general.  He  was  born  April  9,  1782,  and 
held  the  office  of  General  from  1820  to  1840.  He  was  a 
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member  of  the  General  Court  in  1823,  1827,  1828  and 
1841.  He  resided  upon  this  place  until  about  1857,  when 
he  removed  to  West  Newbury,  where  he  died  April  3, 
1861,  lacking  six  days  of  being  eighty  yeais  old.  The 
remains  of  General  Lowe  repose  in  his  tomb  in  Harmony 
Cemetery.  Upon  the  face  of  the  tomb  are  illustrations  of 
himself  and  his  four  wives  engraved  on  marble  tablets. 
The  tojub  has  attracted  many  visitors.  His  spirited  mil¬ 
itary  funeral  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  were 
present. 

The  General’s  son.  Major  William  Lowe,  was  born  here 
and  from  1857  lived  upon  the  place.  He  died  in  1870, 
from  injuries  caused  by  a  bull  which  attacked  him  in  his 
cowyard.  His  family  continued  to  reside  upon  the  home¬ 
stead  until  the  l)uildings  were  completely  destroyed  by 
lire  early  on  the  morning  of  June  21,  1874.  The  cellar 
remains  uncovered. 

The  saw-mill  was  built  about  1770,  as  it  was  called  a 
new  mill  in  1772. 


49. 

N.  Lowe  Cellar. — Between  Mr.  Eben  N.  Price’s  barn 
and  the  railroad  station,  stood  a  house  a  hundred  and  twenty 
years  ago.  When  Nathan  Lowe  came  to  Boxford  from 
Ipswich  in  1767,  he  is  said  to  have  bought  this  place, 
which  he  lived  upon.  A  short  time  afterward  he  removed 
to  the  Lowe  house.  No.  48. 

Gen.  Lowe’s  brother,  Jeremiah,  carried  on  the  tanning 
business  here  near  the  brook. 

In  1806,  Mr.  Lowe  sold  the  tannery,  adjoining  land, 
etc.,  to  his  brother  Solomon  Lowe  and  Moses  Dorman, 
for  $623.50. 

50. 

Residence  of  J.  H.  Janes. — John  Smith  lived  at  the 
Janes  place  on  the  Janes  road,  probably  from  the  time  of 
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his  marriage  in  1733.  He  had  six  children,  one  of  whom, 
John,  settled  on  the  St.  John  river  in  New  Brunswick 
about  1770.  The  first-mentioned  John  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Peabody,  who  resided  in  No.  68. 

The  place  came  into  the  possession  of  Nathaniel  Perley, 
who  lived  in  No.  14,  and  he  gave  it  to  his  son  Jesse 
Perley  about  1789.  Jesse  immediately  built  a  new  house, 
the  one  now  standing,  which  was  raised  on  the  first  day  of 
September,  1790.  It  was  a  severe  task,  for  the  timber 
was  wet  and  heavy,  there  having  been  the  week  previous 
one  of  the  greatest  rains  known  for  many  years.  Jesse 
lived  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1840,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife  had  died  six  years  before, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 

Mr.  Henry  Janes  then  purchased  the  place  and  lived 
upon  it  until  1886,  when  he  died,  being  very  aged.  His 
son,  Joseph  H.  Janes,  who  had  for  several  years  occupied 
a  portion  of  the  house,  has  since  resided  upon  the  place. 


51. 

Eesidence  of  Benjamin  Hood. — The  old  Hood  house 
is  quite  ancient.  It  is  a  long,  one-story  building,  and 
appears  to  be  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  old. 
Benjamin  Hood  of  Topsfield  married  Sarah  Cross  of  Box- 
ford  in  1777,  and  probably  lived  in  this  house.  Francis 
Hood  lived  here  trom  about  1804,  and  here  his  children 
were  born.  His  son  Benjamin  and  daughter  Sarah  have 
resided  upon  the  place  all  their  lives.  In  1874  they  built  a 
large,  new  house  in  front  of  the  old  house,  the  latter  now 
being  used  for  a  woodshed. 


52. 

Gunnison  Cellar. — The  old  Gunnison  house  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  Smith  family  a  century  ago.  Jacob 
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Smith  lived  there  in  1791,  and  it  was  probably  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Hannah  that  William  Gunnison  married  about  1820. 
Mr.  Gunnison’s  children  were  born  there,  and  the  house 
was  occupied  by  his  family  until  1880.  It  remained  with¬ 
out  a  tenant  during  the  remaining  days  of  its  existence. 
It  Avas  purchased  in  1887  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Hood,  Avho 
took  it  down.  A  part  of  the  chimney  and  the  oven  and 
fireplace  still  remain  on  the  site,  showing  w'ith  what  gi¬ 
gantic  proportions  those  things  were  constructed  in  the 
early  days. 

It  is  said  that  a  Perkins  family  lived  there  before  the 
Smiths. 


53. 

Solomon  Perley  House. — The  ancient  house,  once  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Parker  Brown  Perley,  and  in  which  he 
Avas  born,  has  not  been  occupied  since  he  erected  his  new 
house  about  1870.  Although  but  a  few  rods  apart,  the 
old  house  is  situated  in  Boxford  and  the  new  one  in  Tops- 
field.  Samuel  Brown  married  Olive  Gage  in  1773,  and 
resided  in  this  old  house.  They  had  eleven  children. 

The  youngest  child  Clarissa  married  Solomon  Perley, 
grandson  of  Maj.  Asa  Perley  of  Boxford,  in  1814,  and 
settled  on  this  place.  They  had  but  one  child,  Parker 
Brown,  Avho  is  above  mentioned.  Solomon  Perley  died 
of  old  age  in  1866.  His  Avidow  survived  him,  and  with 
her  bachelor  sou,  lived  in  the  old  house  until  1870,  and 
on  the  place  until  death  released  her  April  11,  1881. 
"Aunt  Clary,”  as  she  Avas  generally  called,  was  eighty- 
three  years  old. 


54. 

Andreavs  Cellar.  —  There  is  a  cellar  some  distance 
southwest  of  the  old  house  of  Mr.  Parker  B.  Perley  (No. 
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53).  Nothin"  is  as  yet  {jositively  known  of  the  house 
that  stood  here.  The  writer  believes,  however,  that  this 
was  the  })Iace  which  Joseph  Andrews  of  Salem  (formerly 
of  Boxford)  deeded  in  1710  to  his  sons  Joseph  and  John, 
to  Joseph  the  west  part  of  the  house  and  barn  and  to  John 
the  east  part.  Joseph  Andrews,  the  father,  was  son  of 
Robert  and  Grace  Andrews  of  lioxford,  and  was  born  in 
1057.  He  resided  on  this  place,  probably,  until  1705, 
when  he  removed  to  Salem,  where  he  afterward  lived. 

55. 

Jackson  Cellar. — On  Jackson  plain  between  the  old 
and  new  location  of  the  road  leadiii"  from  the  railroad 
station  to  the  First  church  is  an  old  cellar.  The  site  was 
occupied  by  a  house  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago, 
in  which  dwelt,  it  is  said,  Jacob  Dwinnells. 

In  17G5,  or  before,  Joshua  Jackson  of  Rowley  became 
possessed  of  the  place.  In  that  year,  he  married  the  young 
widow  of  Timothy  Dorman,  who  was  the  grandmother  of 
Moses  Dorman,  Sen.,  Esq.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Nathan¬ 
iel  Burnham,  who  may  have  lived  on  this  place,  and  who 
removed  to  Bolton,  where  he  was  living  in  1771.  Mr. 
Jackson  was  born  in  Rowley  Jnly  1,  1733,  as  July  1,  1790, 
he  writes,  "I  am  fifty-seven  years  old  to-day.”  John  Stiles, 
the  l)lacksmith  at  the  Savage  place,  hired  the  house  and 
lived  here  from  Jan.  1,  1766,  to  March,  1763.  David  Foster 
then  lived  here  a  while,  probably  two  years.  Mr.  Stiles 
hired  it  again  April  17,  1770,  and  this  time  lived  here  live 
or  more  years.  During  the  first  portion  of  this  last  period 
^Irs.  Lydia  Simmons  lived  in  the  forerooni. 

At  a  cost  of  £51  13s.  lid.  Mr.  Jackson  built  a  new 
barn,  raising  it  Nov.  25,  1766.  The  carpentry  work  was 
mostly  done  by  Asa  Stiles.  In  1779,  Mr.  Jackson  re¬ 
moved  to  the  farm  himself,  and  afterward  resided  upon 
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it,  perhaps  as  long  as  he  lived,  lie  was  here  in  1797, 
and  i)rol)al)Iy  died  about  that  time.  Mr.  Jacksoji  was  the 
aneestor  of  the  Rooty-Plain,  Rowley,  Jaeksons,  and  of 
those  in  Londonderry,  II.,  and  in  the  town  of  VV'’inchen- 
don  in  this  state. 

The  old  house  was  standing  in  1814,  but  in  a  very  dilap¬ 
idated  condition.  At  tliat  time  the  house  was  occupied  by 
Asa  Andrews,  whose  death  occurred  that  year,  and  his  fu¬ 
neral  was  held  here.  An  old  gentleman,  who  was  present 
at  the  funeral,  says  that  the  tloor  of  one  of  the  rooms  had 
fallen  in,  and  through  the  space  he  could  see  a  hen  sitting 
on  her  nest  in  the  cellar  below.  That  the  people  might 
see  the  remains,  the  coflin  was  carried  across  the  old  road 
and  placed  under  a  button-wood  tree,  which  was  many 
years  afterward  cut  down  and  sawed  into  chopping  block^ 
for  shoe  factories. 

5)>. 

Hknuy  Peulky  Ckllau. — The  old  Russ,  or  Henry  Per- 
ley  house  was  built,  about  17')  !  by  Joseph  Matthew's  upon 
land  of  his  father-in-law  Ephraim  Dorman,  who  lived  at 
\o.  '>7.  Mr.  Matthews  had  one  child,  Ephraim,  wdth 
whom  he  marched  in  Capt.  Gould’s  company  to  the  battle 
of  Lexington.  Ephraim  also  served  at  Cape  Ann,  Rox- 
bury,  Winter  Hill  and  Ticonderoga.  During  the  period 
of  the  Revolution,  Joseph  Matthews  was  the  grave-digger 
for  that  part  of  the  town,  having  been  appointed  to  that 
office  by  the  parish.  In  1795,  Mrs.  ^Matthews,  who  w'as 
still  living  in  Boxford,  in  consideration  of  the  support  she 
had  received  of  the  town  of  Boxford  "  for  the  eight  years 
past, ’’conveyed  to  it  her  interest  in  the  estate  of  her  brother 
Elijah  Dorman.  She  was  then  doubtless  without  means 
and  a  widow. 

Henry  Perley,  son  of  Major  Asa  Perley  (see  No.  6), 
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married  Eunice  Hood  of  Topsfield  in  1781,  and  after  liv¬ 
ing  in  Andover  live  3'ears  purchased  this  estate  and  settled 
njion  it.  ]Mr.  Perley  had  sewed  through  the  whole  war, 
and  now  settled  down  to  a  life  of  repose.  His  wife  died 
in  1790,  and  he  married,  secondly,  Mehitahle  Peabody  in 
1799,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Leonard.  Mr.  J’erley 
dic'd  there  in  1838,  aged  eighty-tive.  His  widow  survived 
him  six  ye:irs.  The  late  Major  Samuel  Perley,  who  lived 
:it  No.  173,  was  his  son.  His  son  Henry  also  lived  upon 
Ihe  place  until  his  death,  in  1841.  Subsequently,  it  was 
owned  I>ut  not  occupied  by  the  family,  various  tenants 
making  it  their  home.  The  more  conspicuous  of  these  were 
Major  Moses  Rea  Russ  and  Otis  Pickard.  iMrs.  Russ  died 
there  (piite  suddenly  Oct.  29,  18()8 ;  and  ]M:  ly  20,  1870, 
Major  Russ  fell  from  a  scallbld  in  his  barn  and  was  instantly 
killed.  His  age  was  seventy-four.  He  lived  at  this  place 
for  more  than  twenty  3'^ears,  and  was  famous  as  a  drummer. 
Mr.  Pickard  resided  here  for  several  years,  and  he,  too, 
was  a  drummer.  He  first  practised  the  art  of  hair-dressing 
here  and  still  pursues  that  business  in  Georgetown,  to 
which  j)lace  he  removed.  The  house  was  then  empty  for 
several  years,  it  having  become  almost  uninhabitable.  The 
owner,  Mr.  Henry  E.  Perley  of  Georgetown,  took  it  down 
in  1883. 

57. 

Samuf.l  Dorman  Cellar. — About  half  way  between 
the  cellar  over  which  the  Henry  Perley  house  stood  and 
the  East  Parish  parsonage,  on  the  same  side  of  the  road,  is 
an  old  cellar.  When  that  road  was  laid  out  in  1803,  this 
was  called  "the  old  cellar." 

Samuel  Dorman,  an  aged  bachelor,  was  the  last  occu¬ 
pant  of  the  house  that  stood  here.  He  was  son  of  Ephraim 
and  Martha  Dorman,  who  lived  across  the  road  at  No.  58. 
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Samuel  was  l)orn  in  171(5,  and  died  at  this  place  a  few  years 
prior  to  1800. 

Samiicrs  brother  Elijah,  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  who 
died  in  Boxford  in  1791  or  1792,  williout  cliildren,  lived 
with  Samuel  at  this  place  awhile.  Elijah  was  born  in 
1714.  After  Samuers  decease  the  house  immediately  went 
to  decays  being  gone  before  1800. 


58. 

Ephraim  Dorman  Cellar. — Across  the  road  in  front 
of  the  East  Pai’ish  parsonage,  in  the  tield  belonging  to  Mr. 
John  Averill,  was  an  old  cellar.  On  this  sjx)!  Ephraim 
Dorman  settled  in  1710.  lie  was  a  cousin  of  Timothy 
Dorman,  who  lived  at  No.  119,  and  a  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Mary  Dorman,  and  was  born  at  Topslield  in  1(577.  By 
his  wife  INIartha,  he  had  six  children.  He  died  in  1724, 
leaving  quitea  largeestate.  No  division  of  the  property  took 
place  until  1741,  when  it  was  made  by  the  widow  and  heirs. 
The  six  children  were :  Capt.  Ephraim,  who  was  one  of 
the  tirst  settlers  of  Keene,  N.  II.,  and  whose  death  occurred 
there  in  1795,  when  he  was  eighty-tive  years  old  ;  Mary, 
who  inarried  Joseph  Matthews  and  lived  in  No.  5(5 ;  Eli¬ 
jah,  who  resided  at  this  place  and  at  No.  57  ;  Samuel,  who 
lived  at  No.  57  ;  John,  who  fell  a  victim  to  the  throat  dis¬ 
temper  of  17J7,  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  and  Sarah,  who 
died  two  days  after  her  brother  John,  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 
The  house  has  probably  been  gone  a  century,  and  the  cel¬ 
lar  is  tilled  up. 

59. 

East  Parish  Parsonage. — The  parsonage  in  the  East 
Parish  was  l)uilt  by  subscription  in  1870.  It  was  occiqiied 
by  Rev.  Sereno  D.  Gammell  from  1870  to  1880;  by  Rev. 
William  P.  Alcott  from  1881  to  1883  ;  and  by  Rev.  Robert 
R.  Kendall  from  1884  to  the  present  time  (1891). 
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60. 

Residence  of  F.  A.  IIowe. — Tliis  house  was  a  part  of 
the  Stickney  lioiise  (No.  67),  and  was  moved  to  its  pres¬ 
ent  site  in  March,  1851.  John  X.  Towne  then  occupied 
it  until  1874,  when  he  removed  to  Georgetown  and  after¬ 
ward  to  Taunton  wliere  he  died  in  1891.  Since  Mr.  Towne 
moved  awa}'  it  has  been  occupied  h}'  Mr.  Frederic  A. 
Howe,  who  has  been  engaged  in  llie  grocery  Imsiness  for 
man}'  years,  and  the  master  of  the  Boxford  post-office  for 
a  score  of  years. 

61. 

David  Butman  Cellar. — A  short  distance  northwest 
of  the  East  Parish  church  in  a  pasture  is  a  cellar.  Over 
this  cellar  stood  the  home  of  the  Boxford  Buswells.  Sam¬ 
uel  Buswell,  born  in  1628,  removed  from  Salisbury  to  Box¬ 
ford  in  1672,  and  settled  at  this  place.  Whether  or  not  he 
Imilt  the  house  is  not  known,  but  it  is  presumed  that  he 
did.  He  married  Sarah  Keies  in  1656,  and  they  brought 
their  six  children  with  them.  They  had  two  more  born 
to  them  in  Boxford.  His  son  Samuel  settled  in  Bradford, 
iind  Robert  in  Andover. 

Mr.  Buswell  was  succeeded  on  the  homestead  by  his 
son  John,  who  was  born  in  Salisbury  in  1659.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Eli/,al>oth,  daughter  of  Robert  Stiles.  He  was  the 
first  grave  digger  chosen  in  Boxford,  having  been  elected 
to  that  office  by  the  town  in  1716. 

John  Buswell  was  succeeded  on  the  farm  by  his  son 
John,  who  was  born  there  in  1703.  He  married  Abi¬ 
gail  Cummings  in  1743,  and  died  in  1751.  His  widow 
married  Jonathan  Whipple  of  Danvers  six  years  later. 
Mr.  Buswell  had  two  children,  Ruth,  born  in  1746,  and 
John,  born  in  1748.  John  settled  in  Rindge,  N.  H.,  and 
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Ruth  resided  on  the  old  pluce.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
the  pnhlishnient  of  her  intention  of  marriage  with  John 
Love  appears  on  tlie  Boxford  records,  l)ut  she  preferred 
being  an  old  maid  to  marrying  him  and  so  she  forbade  the 
granting  of  a  certificate.  Her  remonstrance  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

"Whereas  one  John  Love,  a  Trantient  Person,  did  di¬ 
rect  the  Clerk  of  this  Town  to  publifh  an  Intention  of  Mar¬ 
riage  betwen  himfelf  and  me  the  subscriber  which  was 
accordingly  done  by  the  said  Town  Clerk  upon  the  30th 
of  January,  A.  D.  177.5,  in  the  ufual  way  of  publifhing 
intentions  of  ^Marriages  : — I  do  hereby  strictly  forbid  the 
said  Town  Clerk  to  give  out  a  Certificate  of  such  publica¬ 
tion — lly,  becaufe  the  said  John  Love  is  a  Trantient  Per- 
tbn  and  not  Much  Known  in  this  Place :  21y,  becaufe  I 
never  had  any  conjugal  Converfation  with  him  the  said 
John  :  and  3dly  Becaufe  I  never  gave  any  consent  to  the 
said  John  for  such  Publication — 

"Boxford,  January  31,  1775.  Ruth  Buswell.” 

And  so  poor  John  was  forced  to  become  a  "transient” 
person  in  some  other  place,  and  he  is  not  heard  of  again  in 
Boxford.  Perhaps  Ruth  would  have  done  well  if  she  had 
yielded  to  his  charms,  for  the  husband  she  did  get  was  "no 
’count,”  as  her  old  neighbor  Phillis  would  have  said.  In 
1773,  she  married  David  Butman  of  Danvers,  and  remained 
on  her  father’s  place.  Her  husband  was  known  as  "King 
David.”  He  was  by  trade  a  cooper,  was  short  of  stature, 
and  had  curly  hair.  He  was  as  lazy  as  she  was  smart. 
She  cultivated  the  farm,  doing  the  plowing,  hoeing,  hay¬ 
ing  and  harvesting  herself.  One  day  in  May,  1810,  she 
had  been  plowing  all  day  with  oxen  hired  of  Joseph  S. 
Peabody,  who  lived  at  the  old  Spiller  place  (Xo.  68)  and 
just  after  dark  drove  them  home.  She  ran  back  to  do  her 
chores,  was  taken  sick  that  night,  probal)ly  from  over-cx- 
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ertion,  and  survived  but  a  few  days.  It'  any  woman  was 
ever  entitled  to  suti'raj^e,  we  have  her  hei  e.  Her  husband 
left  this  mundane  sjihere  in  181  (!,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight.  They  had  four  children,  Joseph,  Esther,  Ilitty  and 
John. 

The  old  house  was  taken  down  about  1822,  and  the  barn 
was  moved  to  the  Say  ward  i)lace  (No.  99)  liy  Capt.  Davis, 
where  it  is  still  standing. 


82. 

Residence  of  Mary  A.  Perley. — Miss  Mary  A.  Per- 
ley  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  erected  her  residence  in  1888,  and 
has  since  made  it  her  permanent  home. 

63. 

Residence  of  F.  J.  Stevens. — The  farm  behmging  to 
the  late  Daniel  Gould  contained  originally  eighty-tive  acres, 
and  before  1723  was  in  the  possession  of  El)enezer  Kim¬ 
ball.  April  10th  of  that  year  he  sells  the  farm  with  the 
buildings  thereon  to  Samuel  Goodridge  of  Newbury.  ^Ir. 
Goodridge  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Goodridge,  who,  together 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  were  slain  by  the  Indians 
while  at  family  prayer  in  their  house  at  Georgetown,  Oct. 
23,  1692.  Samuel  Goodridge  had  settled  ui)on  this  farm 
three  years  before  he  obtained  his  deed  of  it.  The  old 
house  which  was  then  standing  occupied  the  corner  of  the 
garden  on  the  left  hand  as  one  enters  the  yard  when  com¬ 
ing  from  the  church.  It  stood  very  near  the  wall.  It  was 
probably  taken  down  about  1745,  and  the  cellar  was  tilled 
up  about  1790  by  Daniel  Gould,  a  later  owner. 

Samuel  Goodridge  had  the  care  of  the  first  meeting¬ 
house  in  the  town  for  awhile,  lie  was  living  in  1759,  but 
when  he  or  his  wife  died  is  not  known,  and  no  settlement 
of  his  estate  is  on  record.  He  married  Hannah  Frazier  of 
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Newbury  in  1710,  and  had  ten  children,  five  of  whom 
were  born  at  this  place.  Among  his  descendants  are  Rev. 
Charles  G.  Porter  of  Bangor,  Me. ;  Ambrose  H.  Good- 
ridge,  publisher  of  the  old  Boston  Atlas;  Gov.  Caleb  D. 
Randall  of  Michigan  ;  Hon.  Allen  Goodridge  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  and  Rev.  Edward  Goodridge,  rector  of  the 
American  Episcopal  Church  at  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Mr.  Goodridge  sold  the  farm  to  his  son  Benjamin  in 
1742.  Benjamin  erected,  about  that  time,  the  present 
residence  of  Dr.  Stevens,  where  it  now  stands.  The 
leason  Mr.  Goodridge  was  accustomed  to  give,  for  build¬ 
ing  his  house  so  far  from  the  road,  was  to  escape  the  nu¬ 
merous  calls  for  cider  from  travellers.  Benjamin  owned 
the  place  until  May  3,  1784,  when  he  sold  to  Daniel  Gould 
for  £540.  Mr.  Goodridge  then  removed  to  Bald  Hill 
(No.  135),  where  he  lived  but  a  few  months  and  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Middleton.  In  1789,  he  settled  in  Westminster, 
Vt.,  where  he  died  in  1805,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He 
had  a  number  of  children,  who  settled  in  Vermont.  The 
lamily  is  noted  for  the  longevity  of  its  members. 

Daniel  Gould,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Goodridge,  was  a 
native  of  Topsfield,  and  resided  upon  this  farm  from  1784 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1826,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty. 

Mr.  Gould’s  son  Daniel  succeeded  him  upon  the  place 
and  continued  to  reside  in  the  house  until  1843,  when  he 
removed  to  his  new  house  (No.  64).  The  old  house  was 
then  occupied  by  Mr.  Albert  Brown  until  about  twelve 
years  ago,  since  which  time  Dr.  Stevens  has  resided  there. 

64. 

Residence  of  Mary  A.  B.  Gould. — The  home  of  Miss 
Mary  A.  B.  Gould  was  erected  by  her  father,  the  late 
venerable  Daniel  Gould,  in  1842.  He  moved  into  it,  from 
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his  old  house  (No.  63)  Jan.  1,  1843,  and  resided  here 
until  his  death  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 

65. 

Kesidence  of  Israel  Herrick. — The  old  house  that 
once  occupied  the  site  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Israel  Her¬ 
rick  Avas  early  in  the  possession  of  the  Bixliy  family.  A 
part  of  the  present  house  is  probably  a  portion  of  the  early 
dwelling  of  the  Bixliys.  Probably  Joseph  Bixby  settled 
here  in  1660,  having  at  that  time  built  the  house.  Ho 
came  from  Ipswich.  He  married  Sarah,  widow  of  Luke 
Heard  of  Salisbury  (having  previously  lived  in  Ipswich) 
in  1647.  Her  maiden  name  was  Wyatt.  At  the  time  of 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  Bixby  her  parents  Avere  living,  and 
her  mother  Avas  the  OAvner  of  land  in  Asington,  County  of 
Suftblk,  England.  Mr.  Bixby  died  April  19,  1700,  "be¬ 
ing  aged,”  and  his  AvidoAV  survived  him  four  years,  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  had  nine  children. 

Mr.  Bixby’s  son  George  succeeded  him  ou  the  home¬ 
stead.  He  had  tivo  sons,  one  of  Avhom  died  young.  Mr. 
Bixby  probably  died  in  1729,  as  that  Avas  the  last  year  in 
Avhich  he  AA'as  taxed. 

He  Avas  succeeded  on  the  farm  by  his  son  Gideon,  Avho 
Avas  born  in  1699.  He  married  Kebecca  Foster  in  1751, 
and  died  about  three  years  later,  leaving  one  child.  His 
Avidow  married  Solomon  Gould  of  Topsfield  in  1756,  Avho 
lived  but  a  feiv  years.  Her  son,  Gideon  Bixby,  sold 
the  place  in  April,  1774,  for  £436,  to  John  Herrick  of 
Boxford,  and  his  mother  released  her  right  of  dower  in  it. 
The  farm  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  eight  acres. 

Mr.  Herrick  Avas  a  cooper,  and  came  from  Wenham  ten 
years  before.  He  liA^ed  at  No.  163,  until  he  removed  to 
this  place,  and  Gideon  Bixby  removed  to  No.  163,  an  ex¬ 
change  of  places  having  been  eflected. 
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Mr.  Herrick  was  succeeded  on  the  farm  by  his  son  Is¬ 
rael,  who  remodelled  the  house  about  1800  and  died  about 
1815. 

Israel  Herrick’s  son  William  Hale  Herrick  was  the  next 
possessor  of  the  place.  He  was  born  in  1806,  and  died  in 
1858.  He  married  Lois  Killam,  and  had  three  sons: 
Israel,  who  has  lived  upon  the  farm  since  his  father’s  de¬ 
cease,  being  an  extensive  farmer  and  mill  owner ;  William 
Augustus,  who  was  a  prominent  lawyer  in  Boston,  com¬ 
piler  of  the  standard  Town  Officer,  and  editor  of  several 
legal  works,  having  been  born  in  this  house  in  1831 ;  and 
Samuel  Killam,  who  lives  in  Georgetown. 


66. 

The  Dresser  Cellars. — Nathan  Dresser,  son  of  Dan¬ 
iel  Dresser  of  Rowley,  came  to  Boxford  in  1728,  and 
erected  the  house  in  which  he  resided.  It  stood  on  the 
old  Dresser  road,  not  far  from  Mr.  Israel  Herrick’s,  the 
cellar  being  plainly  visible  at  this  time.  He  was  a  black¬ 
smith  by  trade,  and  he  erected  a  shop  near  his  house.  He 
did  considerable  business.  It  is  probable  that  his  father 
Daniel  lived  here  with  Nathan.  Daniel  was  quite  an  ex¬ 
tensive  farmer.  Dr.  David  Wood  calls  him  "  Neighbor 
Daniel  Dresser.”  He  was  there  in  1735  and  as  late  as 
1740.  On  Dr.  Wood’s  account  book  is  the  following  item 
against  Mr.  Dresser:  "Jan:  1737-8  to  my  son  and  six 
cattle  to  fech  a  load  of  hay  from  Rowley  marshes  14s.” 

We  do  not  know  when  Nathan  died.  By  his  wife  Lydia, 
he  had  four  children  born  in  Boxford,  one  of  whom  was 
John,  who  was  born  in  1735.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  with  his  father,  and  after  his  father’s  death  carried 
on  the  business  until  after  1800.  By  his  two  wives,  Jane 
Harriman  and  Mehitable  Dickinson,  Mr.  Dresser  became 
the  father  of  sixteen  children.  One  of  these  was  Thomas, 
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who  learned  his  father’s  trade  and  established  a  black¬ 
smith’s  shop  at  No.  37.  Another  son,  Nathan,  also 
learned  the  trade  and  became  his  father’s  successor  at  the 
old  place.  The  old  house  soon  became  untenantable,  and 
the  cellar  alone  remains  to  mark  the  spot  about  which  so 
many  recollections  must  have  clung. 

Nathan  was  born  in  1790.  He  built  a  new  house  a 
short  distance  south  of  the  old  one  on  the  same  side  of  the 
road,  in  which  he  resided  till  his  death  in  Septeml)er, 
1829.  He  also  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  in  the  old 
shop  until  his  decease.  His  widow  Susanna,  who  was 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Long,  who  lived  at  No.  205,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  married  Elijah  Wilson  of  Salem,  N.  H.,  and 
continued  to  reside  here.  Mr.  Wilson  demolished  the 
shop  al)out  1835. 

Mr.  Dresser’s  son,  James  M.  Dresser  of  Georgetown, 
sold  his  interest  in  the  place  to  Augustus  Haywaid  in 
1843.  The  place  was  conveyed  by  Stephen  Cook  of  Box- 
ford  to  Gamaliel  Harris  in  1860,  and  also  in  1863.  The 
house  was  hauled  to  Georgetown  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  and  is  still  used  as  a  dwelling.  The  barn  was  pur¬ 
chased  and  removed  to  their  farm  by  Henry  and  Charles 
Perley  and  is  still  used  for  the  purpose  originally  intended. 


67. 

Stickney  Cellars. — Northwest  of  Cedar  Pond,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  old  Dresser  cellars 
(No.  66),  once  stood  the  old  Stickney  house.  Joseph 
Stickney,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Palmer)  Stickney, 
born  on  Long  Hill,  in  Georgetown,  in  1705,  settled  here 
in  1728  on  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  purchased 
the  next  year  of  his  father-in-law,  Capt.  Samuel  Pickard 
of  Rowley,  who  owned  large  tracts  of  real  estate  in  this 
neighborhood,  which  had  been  used  for  pasturage.  Mr. 
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Stickncy  married,  first,  Jane  Pickard  of  Rowley,  and 
second,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Goodridge  who  lived 
at  No.  63.  Mr.  Stickney  was  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Essex  in  1737.  He  died  in  1756.  His  widow  mar¬ 
ried  James  Barker  of  Rowley,  and  died  in  1806,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-four.  In  his  will  he  gives  one-third  of  the 
farm  to  his  son  Joseph  and  the  other  two-thirds  to  his  son 
Samuel.  His  interest  in  the  saw-mill  owned  in  connection 
with  Jonathan  Wood  he  gives  to  his  son  Jedediah,  who 
became  his  successor  on  the  place.  They  had  sixteen  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Moses,  who  having  received  his  portion  of  his 

father’s  estate  and  being  a  man  of  great  enterprise,  in  1752, 
attempted,  with  Richard  Peabody  and  seven  others,  the 
settlement  of  Rowley,  Canada,  now  Jaflfrey,  N.  H.  But 
the  settlement  was  soon  abandoned  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
cursions  of  the  Indians,  and  he  returned  to  Boxford.  Ho 
soon  after  settled  in  Holden,  in  Worcester  county.  Mass., 
and  afterward  lived  in  Temple,  N.  H.,  and  at  Springfield, 
Vt.,  where  he  died  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  ninety.  Moses, 
his  eldest  son,  who  was  born  in  Boxford  in  1751,  died  in 
Jaflrey,  N.  H.,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  years  and  three 
months.  2.  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
3.  Jane,  who  married  Thomas  Carleton.  4.  Joseph,  who 
resided  in  Boxford  until  about  1774,  when  he  removed  to 
New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  where  he  died  in  1818.  5.  Jede¬ 

diah,  who  resided  on  the  old  place.  6.  Hannah  (a  twin), 
who  married  Dea.  Joseph  Emery,  jr.,  and  died  at  Pem¬ 
broke,  N.  H.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven.  7.  Abigail 
(twin  with  Hannah),  who  married  Abraham  Tyler  of  Box¬ 
ford.  8.  Susanna,  who  married  Phineas  Carlton  of  An¬ 
dover.  9.  Samuel,  who  lived  in  Boxford,  Danvers,  Wen- 
ham  and  at  Beverly,  where  he  died  in  1802  at  the  age  of 
sixty.  10.  Anna,  who  married  Daniel  Peabody  of  Box¬ 
ford.  11.  Lemuel,  who  died  in  Berlin,  Vt.,  in  1824,  at 
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the  age  of  seventy-nine.  12.  Eliphalet,  who  lived  in  Ben¬ 
nington,  Vt.,  and  at  Hartwick,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in 
1821,  aged  seventy-four.  13.  Amos,  who  settled  in  JafFrey, 
N.  H.  14.  Asa,  who  resided  in  Danvers.  15.  Elizabeth, 
who  died  young.  16.  Thomas,  who  lived  in  Amherst  and 
Hillsboro’,  N.  H.,  Hartland,  Conn.,  and  at  Fairfax,  Vt., 
where  he  died  in  1839  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Among 
the  descendants  of  Joseph  Stickney  are  Dr.  Orvil  P.  Gil¬ 
man  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  Charles  Blackman  Stickney,  Esq., 
of  Norwalk,  O.,  Rev.  Levi  Stickney  of  Lapeer,  Mich., 
Rev.  James  M.  Stickney  of  Wyoming,  Ill.,  Dr.  Eliphalet 
Stickney  of  Jay,  N.  Y.,  Levi  Dodge  Stickney  of  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Fla.,  a  politician,  attorney  and  author,  and  Major 
Horace  Newton  Stickney  of  Tennessee. 

It  is  probable  that  Joseph  and  Samuel  resided  here 
with  Jedediah  until  their  removal  from  the  town.  Jedediah 
was  born  at  this  place  in  1735,  and  married,  for  his  first 
wife,  Margaret  Tyler  in  1757.  In  1769  he  bought  out 
Sainuers,  and  in  177 1  Joseph’s  share  in  the  farm.  "Peggy” 
Stickney,  his  wife,  died  in  1786.  He  married,  secondly, 
in  1796,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Herrick,  who  lived  at 
No.  65.  Lieutenant  Stickney  died  in  1809,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three,  and  with  his  first  wife  lies  l)uried  in  the  an¬ 
cient  cemetery,  where  their  stones  are  two  of  the  twelve 
still  remaining  there.  He  gave  the  farm  to  his  son  An- 
cil.  He  had  nine  children,  and  among  his  descendants  is 
Dr.  Ancil  Stickney  of  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Ancil  Stickney  was  born  here  in  1762,  and  married  Me- 
hitable  Perley,  a  daughter  of  Cooper  Nat  Perley,  who 
lived  in  No.  14.  Mr.  Stickney  was  a  Revolutionary  pen¬ 
sioner,  and  was  town  treasurer  of  Boxford  for  many  years. 
He  died  here  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  His 
wife  died  in  1837,  and  in  her  will  she  expresses  her  desire 
that  a  stone  or  stones  be  erected  at  the  graves  of  her  hus- 
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band’s  nephew  and  niece,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Stiles. 
She  gave  all  her  personal  property  not  otherwise  be¬ 
queathed  towards  building  the  present  East  Parish  church. 
They  had  no  children. 

In  his  will  Mr.  Stickney  gave  the  farm  to  his  nephew, 
Oliver  Tyler  Peabody,  who  was  born  in  1799.  Mr.  Pea¬ 
body  married  Sarah  A.  Towne,  and  removed  in  1854  to 
Verden,  Ill.  His  son  Henry  Oliver  Peabody,  the  inven¬ 
tor  of  the  world-renowned  Peabody  breech-loading  rifle, 
was  born  here  in  1826. 

The  house  was  let  to  tenants  during  the  last  years  of 
its  occupation  of  this  site,  and  the  east  end  of  it  was  event¬ 
ually  moved  to  the  north  corner  at  the  junction  of  the 
streets  near  the  First  Church,  being  now  the  residence  of 
jMr.  Frederic  A.  Howe,  No.  60. 

There  was  another  small  house  standing  near  this,  and 
owned  in  connection  with  it,  which  is  also  gone. 

68. 

Old  SriLLER  House. — This  house  was  built  by  Capt. 
Stephen  Peabody  in  1708.  He  was  a  son  of  William  Pea¬ 
body,  and  was  born  near  where  No.  69  now  stands,  in 
1685.  He  lived  in  this  house  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1759.  His  widow  survived  him  five  years. 
They  had  nine  children,  one  of  whom,  Francis,  settled  at 
Maugerville,  on  the  St.  John  river  in  New  Brunswick,  and 
with  James  Symonds  and  James  White,  his  sons-in-law, 
were  among  the  earliest  English  settlers  in  that  Province. 
It  has  been  asserted  that  his  brother-in-law,  John  Hale, 
and  himself  were  tories  and  that  they  fled  to  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  for  political  reasons,  but  it  is  untrue.  Stephen’s  son 
William  settled  in  Amherst,  N.  11.  Among  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  Stephen  is  his  grandson  Col.  Stephen  Peabody  of 
Mont  Vernon,  N.  H. 


106 


THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD. 


His  youngest  son  Richard,  born  in  1731,  next  resided 
upon  the  old  place.  He  commanded  a  company  of  sol¬ 
diers  at  Ticonderoga  and  Lake  George  during  the  strug¬ 
gle  for  independence,  and  several  of  his  sons  served  with 
him,  the  youngest  in  the  service  being  but  thirteen  years 
of  age.  Capt.  Peabody  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  the 
town,  and  died  in  this  house,  where  he  was  born  and  had 
always  lived,  in  1820,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  By  his 
wife  Jemima,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Spofb)rd  of  George¬ 
town,  who  had  died  eight  years  before  him,  he  had  twelve 
children.  The  oldest  son,  Stephen,  lived  in  No.  69.  John 
settled  in  Lunenburg.  William,  born  in  1768,  was  a  phy¬ 
sician  in  Frankfort  and  afterward  in  Corinth,  Me.  Sam¬ 
uel  was  an  attorney-at-law  in  New  Hampshire  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Samuel’s  son,  Charles  A.,  was  judge  of  the 
United  States  Provisional  court  for  Louisiana,  at  New 
Orleans,  and  chief-justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Capt.  Richard’s  youngest  son,  Joseph  Spoflbrd  Pea¬ 
body,  lived  at  home  until  1816,  when  he  moved  to  New 
Portland,  Me. 

After  Capt.  Peabody’s  death  in  1820,  the  farm  was  in 
the  care  of  his  sou  Samuel,  who  settled  the  estate,  and 
he  let  it  out  until  the  spring  of  1826,  when  it  was  sold  to 
Nathaniel  G.  Spiller.  He  lived  here  until  some  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  when  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Janes. 
While  Mr.  Janes  owned  it,  it  was  occupied  by  different  ten¬ 
ants,  the  principal  one  being  William  Bly. 

About  five  years  ago  the  homestead  was  purchased  by 
William  A.  Herrick,  Esq.,  of  Boston  (who  was  born  in 
No.  65).  Mr.  Herrick  spent  his  summers  here  until  his 
death  in  1885,  a»id  his  family  now  make  the  place  their  per¬ 
manent  home. 

In  connection  with  this  homestead  was  an  old  grist-mill, 
that  occupied  a  site  on  the  brook  near  the  house.  It  was 
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built  before  the  house  was,  by  the  father  of  the  builder  of 
the  house,  who  was  the  settler  of  this  iumiediate  neighbor¬ 
hood.  The  original  building  was  blown  from  its  foundation 
into  the  pond  during  the  terrible  gale  of  September,  1815, 
but  was  immediately  reerected  by  Capt.  Richard  Peabody. 
Mr.  Spiller  had  purchased  the  mill  in  connection  with  the 
homestead,  and  about  1845  sold  it,  with  the  water  privi¬ 
lege,  to  William  A.  Gurley  and  Joseph  Farley,  who  took 
down  the  mill  building  to  give  place  to  an  ideal  saw-mill 
which  was  never  built.  The  lumber  which  they  hauled 
there  for  the  construction  of  the  mill  rotted  on  the  ground, 
and  the  massive  stone  wall  that  they  erected  by  the  side 
of  the  brook  for  the  foundation  still  remains. 

“  ’TLs  a  country  scene — a  homestead  old, 

The  high,  steep  roof  with  moss  o’ergrown; 

The  hearth’s  large  wood-fires  kept  off  the  cold 
When  winter’s  storms  have  fiercely  blown ; 

But  the  old  folks  have  left  their  pleasant  room,— 

Man’s  daily  pathway  leads  but  to  his  tomb! 

“There’s  a  singing  brook  from  living  streams; 

It  sweetly  runs  through  clover  fields. 

And  joyful  thoughts  of  my  youth  it  brings. 

As  life’s  pure  nectar  now  it  yields ; 

And  the  old  saw-mill  stands  a  ruin  there ; — 

May  man  and  time  that  dear  old  ruin  spare!” 


69. 

Residence  of  Rev.  A.  B.  Peabody.  —  A  few  rods 
northwest  of  the  "Butcher  Peabody”  house,  where  there 
is  now  a  small  grove  of  Gilead  trees,  William  Peabody 
lived  from  1684  to  his  death  in  1700,  at  the  age  of  tif- 
ty-three.  He  was  son  of  Lt.  Francis  Peabody  of  Tops- 
tield,  the  immigrant  ancestor.  When  the  house  was 
taken  down,  we  do  not  know.  His  son  Stephen  built  No. 
68.  His  sou  Oliver,  born  here  in  1698,  was  distinguished 
for  his  labors  fimong  the  Indians,  find  as  pastor  of  the 
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church  at  Natick.  Other  descendants  of  this  William 
Peabody  are  Hon.  Oliver  Peabody  of  Exeter,  N.  H.,  pres¬ 
ident  of  senate,  treasurer  of  state,  etc. ;  liev.  Stephen 
Peabody  of  Atkinson,  N.  II. ;  Kev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
pastor  of  King’s  Chapel,  Boston  ;  and  others. 

The  "Butcher  Peabody”  house  was  moved  from  the  site 
it  occupied  at  No.  34,  which  was  where  the  third-district 
schoolhouse  now  stands.  (See  that  number.)  The  house 
was  removed  to  its  present  site  by  Stephen  Peabody,  Esq., 
its  owner,  about  1795,  the  lean-to  being  taken  off,  and 
the  main  part  of  the  house  raised  up.  Mr.  Peabody  re¬ 
sided  in  it  until  1830,  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine.  On  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  in  the  best  of  health, 
and  at  work  in  his  field.  It  was  a  hot  day,  and  l)eing 
very  thirsty  he  drank  cold  water  freely,  after  which  ho 
dropped  to  the  ground  and  expired  almost  immediately. 
He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  prominent  citizen. 
Of  his  three  children,  who  were  born  to  him  of  his  wife 
Anna  Killain,  from  the  south  part  of  the  town,  only  Sam¬ 
uel  had  children.  He  resided  upon  the  place  after  his 
father’s  death  and  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  butcher,  which 
gave  to  the  place  the  name  it  now  bears.  Samuel  died  in 
September,  1862,  having  been  prosperous  in  his  business. 
Of  his  children,  Samuel  Porter  lives  in  No.  193.  Ste- 
l)hen,  a  school  teacher  for  twenty-five  years  or  more,  now 
lives  in  Newburyport  where  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
city  council ;  Mary  Ann  gave  to  the  First  church  the 
"Mary  Ann  Peabody  Sunday-school  Library,”  and  died 
in  1865,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  ;  Melissa  married  the  late 
John  Q.  Batchelder,  and  resides  in  No.  79 ;  and  the 
youngest  child,  Albert  Bradstreet,  born  here  in  1828,  was 
a  Gonsregational  clergyman  at  Stratham  and  Candia,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Alliert  B.  Peabody,  the  last  named  son,  now  owns 
and  resides  upon  the  old  homestead. 
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For  a  score  of  years  the  house  was  let  to  various  ten¬ 
ants,  among  them  being  Joseph  Peabody,  Caleb  Mortimer, 
Leander  Russell  and  Scidmore  Gurley.  Mr.  Gurley  lived 
there  until  the  fall  of  1890,  when  Rev.  Mr.  Pealiody  re¬ 
paired  the  house,  and  took  up  his  abode  therein. 

70. 

Hannah  Wood  Cellar. — Near  the  willow  tree  which 
stood  by  the  ice  houses  at  Stevens  pond  is  an  old  cellar. 
In  1761,  Joseph  Simmons  conveyed  the  house  which  stood 
over  this  cellar  and  the  lot  to  Solomon  Wood.  In  1770, 
Hannah  Wood  of  Boxford,  singlewoman,  sells  the  ot  of 
two  and  three-fourths  acres,  with  the  house,  to  Aaron 
AVood,  Esq.  It  was  standing  a  few  years  later,  but  was 
probably  gone  before  1800.  The  widow  of  Squire  Wood, 
who  died  in  1835  at  the  age  of  ninety-live,  said  that  a 
family  of  Hessian  soldiers  lived  there  in  Revolutionary 
times. 

71. 

Old  AVood  Cellar. — On  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
road  leading  from  the  camp  ground  to  West  Boxford,  op¬ 
posite  Stevens  pond,  is  an  old  cellar.  It  was  undoubtedly 
an  old  Wood  homestead,  perhaps  where  the  first  Daniel, 
and  also  his  son  John  lived. 

72. 

Residence  of  Henry  Perley. — The  residence  of  Mr. 
Henry  Perley  was  built  about  1745  by  Solomon  AVood, 
son  of  John  AA^ood,  who  was  born  in  1722.  Mr.  AA^ood 
was  a  man  of  much  learning  for  his  time,  a  surveyor  of 
note  and  a  blacksmith.  His  shop  stood  near  the  house. 
Mr.  AVood  died  in  1766,  aud  by  his  wives,  Hannah  Jewett 
and  Mehitable  Peabody,  he  had  six  children.  One  of  them, 
Solomon,  jr.,  resided  on  the  place. 
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Solomon  Wood,  jr.,  was  born  in  1763;  married  Phel)e 
Perleyin  1784,  and  had  several  children  born  here.  Mr. 
Wood  died  in  1829,  and  his  widow  followed  him  three 
years  later.  Their  epitaph  is  : — 

“May  we  meet  in  Heaven.” 

Of  their  children,  Phebe,  who  married  Samuel  Hood, 
died  at  Georgetown  in  1884  at  Ihe  age  of  ninety-two ; 
Oliver  lived  in  Groveland  and  died  unmarried  in  1863,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  ;  Betsey  married  Samuel  Dale  and 
resided  in  No.  175;  Sally  married  George  H.  A.  Batchel- 
der,  and  lived  in  Haverhill ;  and  Hannah,  the  oldest  child, 
was  the  mother  of  the  late  Albert  Perley,  into  whose  pos¬ 
session  the  farm  came.  Mr.  Perley  died  in  Fei)rnary,  1876. 
His  widow  resided  upon  the  place,  together  with  her  two 
youngest  sons,  until  her  death  in  1889,  and  her  son  Henry 
Perley  has  since  lived  here. 


73. 

Dollof  Cellar. — "Deacon”  Rufus  Burnham,  who  then 
lived  at  No.  78,  built  the  Dollof  house  about  1822.  His 
carpenters  were  Phineas  Barnes  and  Josiah  Woodbury. 
He  had  just  befijre  lost  his  wife,  and  had  become  per¬ 
manently  blind.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  and 
was  much  esteemed  by  his  neighbors,  who  gave  him  money 
enoughto  build  this  house  (as  he  did  not  own  the  Batchelder 
Place,  where  he  lived),  which  might  be  to  him  a  home 
where  he  could  quietly  pass  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  died 
in  1836  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  He  had  three  childi*en  : 
Sarah,  who  married,  as  his  second  wife,  Joseph  Stickney 
Tyler,  who  had  lived  in  No.  94  ;  Seth,  who  resided  in  the 
Davis  house  (No.  251);  and  Hannah,  who  died  unmar¬ 
ried  in  1834,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine. 

Mr  Burnham  was  succeeded  upon  the  place  by  Mr.  Ty¬ 
ler,  who  married  his  daughter  Sarah.  Sarah  died  here  in 
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1858,  nged  seventy-eight.  Mr.  Tyler  married,  thirdly, 
widow  Sarah  (Stuart)  Esney  of  Georgetown,  whose  daugh¬ 
ter  married  his  son  Ira  S.  Tyler,  who  latel}'^  died  in  George¬ 
town.  This  third  wife  hung  herself  in  this  house  in  1860. 
Mr.  Tyler  died  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  and 
the  heirs  sold  the  old  homestead  to  Mr.  Sylvester  Dollof. 

Mr.  Dollof  was  a  carpenter,  and  resided  here  until  1867, 
when  he  removed  to  Bradford  where  he  now  resides,  lie 
subsequently  let  the  house  to  various  tenants  until  it  was 
burned  down  in  the  spring  of  1876. 


74. 

Residence  of  David  DeW.  C.  Migiiill. —  The  house 
that  formerly  occupied  the  site  of  Mr.  David  DeWitt  Clin¬ 
ton  Mighill’s  residence  was  built  by  Capt.  Francis  Perley 
about  1734.  He  was  born  at  No.  76,  in  1706,  and  was 
son  of  Lieut.  Jacob  Perley.  Capt.  Perley  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  man  in  the  town,  quite  wealthy  and  did  an  extensive 
business  in  tanning.  He  boarded  a  number  of  the  French 
Neutrals  that  were  here  from  1756  to  1760.  He  died  in 
1765.  His  wife  was  Huldah,  sister  to  Gen.  Israel  Putnam, 
who  after  his  decease  married  Timothy  Fletcher  of  West- 
ford,  and  removed  thither.  His  eldest  child,  William,  a 
commander  at  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  resided  in  No.  75  ; 
Huldah  married  Col.  John  Robinson  of  'Westford,  a  com¬ 
mander  at  battle  of  Concord,  and  distinguished  for  his  un¬ 
flinching  patriotism  ;  Francis  succeeded  his  father  on  the 
place  ;  Amos  lived  at  No.  39  ;  and  Jacob  lived  awhile  at  No. 
18,  removed  to  Reading  and  finally  settled  in  Byfield, 
where  he  died  at  a  good  old  age,  a  deacon  of  the  church. 

Capt.  Perley  was  succeeded  on  the  homestead  by  his 
son  Francis,  who  was  born  in  1745,  and  married,  first,  in 
1771,  Ruth  Putnam  of  Danvers,  and  second,  in  1786, 
Hannah  Payson,  2d,  of  Rowley.  He  also  became  a  captain 
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in  the  militia.  He  i*einoved  to  Rowley  about  1800,  and 
died  there  suddenly  iu  a  fit  iii  1810  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  Capt.  Perley  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Fanny 
married  Dr.  Dennison  Bowers  of  Boscawen,  N.  H.,  in 
1791,  and  resided  in  this  house  for  a  few  years  after  her 
marriage ;  Nancy  died  in  Boscawen  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  ;  Francis  died  at  sea;  Elienezer  Putnam  lived  in 
Rowley  ;  James  lived  in  Rowley  and  Boston  ;  and  Edward 
Payson  died  abroad. 

The  writer  has  been  told  that  a  Chapman  family  lived 
upon  the  place  about  1805.  Daniel  Bodwell,  from  Me¬ 
thuen,  was  living  there  in  1812.  lie  was  a  blacksmith, 
and  worked  in  a  part  of  the  barn.  The  old  house,  being 
then  very  dilapidated,  was  taken  down  and  the  present  one 
erected,  presumably  by  Samuel  Perley,  who  bought  the 
farm  at  auction  in  1812,  it  being  sold  by  Capt.  Francis  Per- 
ley’s  widow,  who  wjis  administratrix,  to  settle  the  estate. 
The  advertisement  of  this  auction,  as  it  appeared  in  the 
Salem  Gazette,  was  as  follows  : — 


BY  ORDER  OF  COURT, 

Will  be  sold  at  Public  Auction,  on  the  premises,  on  Tuesday  tlie  lOlli 
day  of  March  next,  at  one  o’clock  P.  M. 

A  FARM  in  Boxford,  belonging  to  tlie  estate  ofCapt.  Francis  Pkr- 
LEY,  late  of  Rowley,  deceased.  Said  farm  consists  of  about  70 
acres  of  wood,  tillage,  and  pasture  Land,  with  the  buildings  thereon. 
For  further  information  inquire  of  JAMES  PERLEY,  of  Rowley,  or 
D.ANIEL  BODWELL,  on  the  premises,  where  the  conditions  will  be 
made  known. 

HANNAH  PERLEY,  adm’x. 

Rowley,  Feb.  7,  1812. 


Samuel  Perley  tvas  from  Rowley.  He  settled  upon  the 
farm  immediately,  having  married  with  Lydia  Perkins,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1848.  Ho 
was  born  in  1770,  being  a  son  of  John  Perley  of  Rowley 
and  brother  of  John  Perley,  who  gave  a  fund  wherewith 
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to  found  a  free  school  in  Georgetown.  He  had  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  neither  of  whom  was  ever  married.  The 
children  lived  upon  the  place, —  Lydia  till  her  decease  in 
1857,  Samuel  till  his  death  in  1869,  and  Stephen  Perkins 
until  1873,  when  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Jophanus  Adams  of 
Georgetown.  In  1875  Mr.  Adams  sold  the  place  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Clark. 

Mr.  Clark  lived  here  a  short  time  and  then  bought  the 
Savage  house  (No.  37),  to  which  he  removed.  He  sold 
this  place  to  Mr.  Sewall  T.  Johnson  of  Newburyport,  in 
1876.  Mr.  Johnson  repaired  the  house  extensively  and 
resided  here  until  the  next  year,  when  he  sold  to  Mr. 
Mighill,  who  has  since  lived  here. 


75. 

The  Town  Almshouse.  —  The  almshouse  was  erected 
by  Capt.  William  Perley  in  1763.  He  moved  here  from 
the  Amos  Perley  house  (No.  18).  He  was  a  son  of  Capt. 
Francis  Perley  and  a  nephew  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  and 
was  born  in  No.  74  in  1735.  Capt.  Perley  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  the  town.  He  was  the  captain  of  the  min¬ 
ute  men  here atthe  beginningof  the  Revolutionary  struggle, 
and  led  his  men  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  when  eight 
of  them  fell,  their  bodies,  as  far  as  we  have  learned,  being 
never  brought  home.  Capt.  Perley  died  in  1812,  aged 
seventy-seven.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Clark  of  Tops6eld,  he  had  twelve  children,  of  whom.  Rev. 
Humphrey  Clark  Perley,  who  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College  in  1791,  was  a  clergyman  in  Methuen  and  Beverly, 
and  died  in  Georgetown  in  1838 ;  William  resided  in 
Georgetown  and  Haverhill ;  Phiiieas  lived  at  No.  42  ;  and 
Oliver  in  Georgetown.  Capt.  Perley  married,  secondly, 
the  widow  of  Dr.  William  Hale,  who  resided  in  No.  99. 

Capt.  Perley’s  youngest  son  Abraham  succeeded  him  up- 
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Oil  the  place.  There  his  six  children  were  born.  About 
1825,  the  farm  was  sold  to  Capt.  Jacob  Towne,  formerly 
of  Salem,  and,  in  1847,  he  sold  it  to  the  town  of  Boxford 
for  a  town  farm.  The  town  repaired  the  buildings  and 
have  continued  to  use  the  place  as  a  town  farm  ever  since. 
Mr.  Towne  died  in  1853  at  the  age  of  seventy- three. 

The  first  master  of  the  almshouse,  or  superintendent  of 
the  town  farm,  was  Jonathan  Martin,  who  remained  three 
years,  removing  to  Byfield,  where  he  died  in  1880  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  His  successors  have  been  David  Wes¬ 
ley  de  la  Fletcher  Hood,  1850-1852  Joseph  N.  Jaques, 
1852-1854 ;  Parker  P.  Pingree,  1854-1857  ;  William  J. 
Savage,  1857-1863 ;  Peter  Strout,  1863-1870 ;  Charles 
E.  Morse,  1870-1880;  Rufus  W.  Emerson,  1880-1883; 
Henry  K.  Kennett,  1883-1885  ;  and  Charles  Perley,  2d, 
1885-1891. 

76. 

Jacob  Perley  Cellar. — About  1697,  Thomas  Perley 
erected  a  house  near  Lake  Reynor  for  his  son  Jacob,  to 
whom  he  deeded  the  house  and  land  about  it  in  1704.  The 
house  stood  a  few  rods  northeast  of  the  barn  belon<;in"  to 
the  farm  of  Messrs.  Patten  and  Metcalf,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road.  The  exact  location  of  the  cellar  is  now  almost 
unknown,  as  it  has  been  filled  up  and  ploughed  over  for 
many  years.  The  house  was  large  and  had  a  leanto.  The 
chimney  was  constructed  on  the  outside  of  the  house,  and 
the  oven  opened  outward.  From  the  oven,  it  is  said,  on 
Saturday  nights  the  contents  were  sometimes  purloined, 
leaving  the  family  without  their  usual  Sunday  beans,  pud¬ 
ding  and  brown  bread. 

Mr.  Perley  removed  to  Bradford  about  1737,  and  died 
there  in  1751.  He  had  seven  children,  probably  all  born 


Air,  lluotl  died  there  March  22, 185; 
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in  this  old  house.  He  married,  first,  Lydia  Peabody  ;  sec¬ 
ond,  her  cousin  Lydia  Peabody  ;  and  third,  widow  Mehita- 
ble  Brown  of  Rowley.  Of  his  sons,  Jacob  and  Nathan  lived 
in  Boxford  (Jacob  at  No.  32)  ;  Francis  lived  at  No.  74 ; 
and  Moses  settled  on  the  old  place. 

Moses  Perley,  who  succeeded  his  father  on  the  home¬ 
stead,  was  born  in  1709,  and  married  Hannah  Frye  of  An¬ 
dover  in  1740.  Col.  Peter  Frye  was  her  own  cousin. 
Colonel  Frye  was  a  loyalist,  and  his  daughter  Love  married 
for  her  first  husband.  Dr.  Peter  Oliver,  another  loyalist, 
and  secondly,  Admiral  Sir  John  Knight  of  the  British 
navy.  Lady  Knight  died  at  her  seat  near  London  in  1839. 
Gen.  Joseph  Frye  was  another  first  cousin.  Moses  Per- 
Ic}'  died  in  October,  1793,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  and 
his  widow  followed  him  nine  days  later,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty.  Their  bodies  repose  in  Harmony  cemetery.  Of 
their  thirteen  children,  Moses  was  a  soldier  and  died  in  the 
Revolution ;  Hannah  married  Lieut.  Daniel  Clarke  of 
Topsfield,  who  removed  to  Georgetown  and  for  several 
years  kept  a  tavern  on  Central  street,  dying  in  1799 
at  the  age  of  sixty -three  ;  Stephen  and  Jeremiah  settled  in 
Topsfield  ;  Nathan  built  the  Tidd  house  on  Nelson  street, 
Georgetown,  and  resided  there  ;  Jeremiah  lived  in  Boxford  ; 
Sarah  was  the  grandmother  of  the  prominent  Topsfield 
Balches ;  Moody  married,  and  lived  in  Nos.  32  and  95; 
Phebe  married  Solomon  Wood,  who  lived  in  No.  72  and 
Eliphalet,  the  youngest  ehild,  resided  on  the  old  place. 
It  is  singular  that  of  these  seven  sons  there  are  no  living 
male  descendants  bearing  the  name  of  Perley. 

Eliphalet  was  born  in  1765,  and  resided  in  the  old  house 
until  1817,  when  he  built  the  present  residence  of  Messrs. 
Patten  and  Metcalf  farther  up  the  slope  of  old  Baldpate, 
to  which  he  removed,  aud  then  demolished  the  old  house. 
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77. 

Residence  of  Messrs.  Patten  and  Metcalf. — Eliiih- 
alet  Perley,  having  come  into  the  possession  of  No.  76 
(which  see),  built  this  house  and  took  down  the  old  one. 
He  never  married,  and  lived  in  his  new  house  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  presumably  until  the  death  of  his  maiden  sis¬ 
ter  Betty  in  1822.  He  afterward  lived  in  Georgetown, 
where  he  died  of  old-fashioned  consumption  at  the  age  of 
eighty,  in  1846.  When  in  his  prime  Mr.  Perley  was  a 
large,  strong,  athletic  man,  who  often  mowed  ail  night 
when  there  was  a  moon,  and  worked  as  hard  at  other  kinds 
of  farm  labor. 

In  1825,  the  farm  was  sold  to  Moses  Bradstreet  of  Row- 
ley.  He  died  here  shortly  after  buying  the  place,  and  in 
1829,  the  heirs,  Matta  Bradstreet,  widow,  Abigail  Wildes, 
wddow,  and  Samuel  Bradstreet,  all  of  Topsfield,  conveyed 
it  to  Sylvester  Cummings  for  two  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Cummings  resided  here,  and  upon  his  death  the 
farm  descended  to  his  daughter  Judith,  wife  of  Erastus 
Smith.  She  sold  it  to  Augustus  M.  Perley  in  1868. 

Mr.  Perley  lived  here  several  years,  and  in  1876  con¬ 
veyed  the  place  to  Dea.  Jacob  Symonds  Potter. 

Mr.  Potter  resided  here  several  years  and  his  heirs  sold 
out  to  Mr.  Junius  D.  Hayes  of  Clinton,  Mass.,  in  the 
spring  of  1884.  He  resided  here  about  a  year,  and  then 
removed  to  Georgetown,  selling  this  place  to  the  present 
owners,  Messrs.  Patten  and  Metcalf. 

Mr.  Elbridge  Perkins,  of  Topsfield,  occupied  the  place 
from  1880  to  1882. 

78. 

Residence  of  Murray  R.  Ballou. — Mr.  Ballou’s  house 
was  erected  by  Dr.  David  Wood  about  1701.  He  was 
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son  of  Daniel  Wood  and  was  born  in  Boxford  in  1677. 
He  was  a  physician  with  a  large  practice,  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  a  mill  owner  and  an  extensive  farmer.  He  was 
one  of  three  to  build  the  saw-mill  in  front  of  his  residence 
in  1710.  He  was  a  leader  in  the  social  life  of  his  time 
and  region,  and  died  Aug.  30,  1744.  By  his  wife  Mary 
he  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Daniel  resided  at  No. 
284  ;  Sarah  married  Aaron  Kimball ;  David  lived  at  No. 
289;  Hannah  married  Josiah  Johnson  of  Woburn;  Jon¬ 
athan  succeeded  his  father  on  the  homestead ;  Mary 
married  Rev.  Jacob  Bacon  of  Plymouth ;  Mercy  married 
Isaac  Adams,  who  lived  in  No.  84 ;  and  Samuel  gradu¬ 
ated  at  Harvard  College  in  1745,  settled  in  Windham, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  a  Congrcgationalist  clergyman,  and 
later  a  chaplain  in  the  Revolution,  being  taken  prisoner 
at  the  capture  of  Fort  Washington  in  1776,  and  dying  on 
board  the  prison-ship  Asia  the  following  winter,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two.  Hon.  Bradford  Ripley  Wood,  LL.D., 
member  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress,  and  United  States 
minister  to  Denmark  from  1861  to  1865,  was  Samuers 
grandson. 

Dr.  Wood’s  son  Jonathan  succeeded  him  on  the  home¬ 
stead.  He  did  considerable  farming,  and  among  his  an¬ 
imals  was  a  fine  bay  horse,  which  he  valued  very  highly 
as  a  saddle  horse.  On  the  night  of  February  21,  1775, 
his  barn  w^as  entered  and  this  horse  together  with  an  ex¬ 
cellent  saddle  and  a  bridle  was  stolen.  He  advertised  for 
their  return  in  several  issues  of  the  Essex  Gazette,  but  as 
far  as  the  writer  has  learned  never  heard  from  them  again. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  his  advertisement : — 

£  £  Q  TOLEN  out  of  the  Barn  of  the  Subferiber,  in  the  Night  of 

^the  21fD  luflant,  a  large  bright  bay  HORSE,  with  a  ruflet  hunting 
Saddle  and  bridle,  about  7  Years  old,  with  a  finail  Star  in  his  Forehead, 
about  15  Hands  high,  is  a  natural  Facer,  aud  cau  trot  fume.  Who* 
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ever  takes  up  faid  Horfe,  Saddle  and  Bridle,  and  returns  them  fafe  to 
me,  fliall  have  Three  Dollars  Reward,  and  all  neceffary  Charges  paid 
by  me. 

"Boxford,  February  22,  1775.  JONATHAN  WOOD.” 

Mr.  Wood  married  twice ;  first,  Sarah  Redington,  and 
second,  Sarah,  widow  of  Dea.  Abner  Spotford  of  Rowley. 

Mr.  Wood  died  in  1781,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  He 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  David  was  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  and  lived  at  No.  97  ;  Jonathan  lived  on  the  home¬ 
stead  ;  Eliphalet  was  a  revolutionary  soldier,  and  resided 
in  Loudon,  N.  H. ;  Sarah  married  Gideon  Bixby  ;  Enoch 
resided  in  Loudon,  N.  H. ;  and  Abner  lived  in  Loudon, 
N.  IL,  and  Newburyport,  Mass.  The  following  is  the 
inscription  on  his  gravestone  in  Harmony  Cemetery  : — 

IN 

Memory  of 
M'  Jonathan  Wood 
who  departed  this  Life 
June  y'  lO'**  1781, 

In  the  66“*  year 
of  his  age, 

I  yet  do  /peak  though  I  am  dead, 

A  Sovereign  God  made  this  my  bed 
And  what  1  have  to  fay  to  thee 
Prepare  for  Death  to  follow  me. 

Mr.  Wood  was  succeeded  on  the  farm  by  his  son  Jon¬ 
athan,  who  was  born  in  this  house  in  1751.  He  married 
Abigail  Hale  of  Brookfield  in  1787,  and  became  ti  deacon 
of  the  First  Church  and  captain  of  the  militia.  He  died 
Jan.  3,  1797,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  from  an  accident. 

The  following  obituary  notice  appeared  in  the  Salem 
Gazette  a  week  after  his  decease  : 

“  Boxford,  Jan.  7,  1797. 

“  On  Tuefday  laft  departed  this  life,  Capt.  Jonathan  Wood,  in  the 
4Cth  year  of  his  age.  The  circumflances  which  occafioned  his  death 
are  really  luelauclioly,  On  Saturday  morning,  31ft  of  December  laft, 
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about  day  break,  he  went  into  his  Barn,  and  afcended  a  Scaffold  about 
14  feet,  from  which  he  accidentally  fell  on  the  top  of  a  Sleigh  which 
flood  on  the  floor,  whereby  his  head  and  neck  were  injured  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  prove  fatal ;  however  he  arofe  from  the  fpot,  and  went 
into  his  Houfe  alone.  Laft  Friday  his  remains  were  interred.  On  the 
folemn  occafion  was  delivered  a  well  adapted  difeourfe  by  the  Rev.’ 
Peter  Eaton,  from  thefe  words,  ‘  For  man  alfo  knoweth  not  his  time. 
The  funeral  proceflion  confifted  of  his  difconfolate  Widow  and  Chil¬ 
dren,  a  large  train  of  bereaved  Friends,  the  Officers  of  the  regiment  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  the  company  of  militia  recently  at  his  com¬ 
mand,  under  arms,  a  numerous  retinue  compofed  of  feveral  claffes  of 
people  from  this  and  the  adjacent  towns.  He  was  a  mod  benevolent, 
faithful  &  conftant  bofom  friend;  a  kind,  tender  and  affectionate 
Parent  of  five  young  Children ;  a  feeling  and  affable  brother ;  A  ufeful 
member  of  the  Society  in  ■which  he  lived,  both  in  a  public  and  private 
capacity.  In  him  were  united  both  the  Christian  and  military  Soldier ; 
he  was  a  llrict  obferver  both  of  the  laws  of  his  God  and  of  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  his  death  is  greatly  lamented.” 

Capt.  Wood  was  the  father  of  the  late  Capt.  Enoch 
Wood,  who  resided  at  No.  89,  and  grandfather  of  Judge 
Charles  A.  Peabody  of  New  York. 

Rufus  Burnham,  son  of  Nathan,  born  in  Boxford  in 
1748,  married  Sarah  Chapman  in  1777,  and  resided  upon 
this  farm  until  he  built  the  Dollof  house  (No.  73)  about 
1822,  to  which  he  removed. 

The  heirs  of  Deacon  Wood  sold  the  farm  in  1825  to 
Capt.  Jacob  Batchelder  of  Danvers,  who  opened  a  tavern 
here  which  flourished  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1853, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  His  wife  was  Mary,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  Cummings  of  Topsfield,  where  she  was  born 
in  1779.  She  survived  her  husbaud  and  died  of  old  age 
in  1873,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  Her  epitaph  is, — "The 
Lord  is  my  strength  and  song,  and  he  is  become  my  sal¬ 
vation.”  Among  the  children  of  Capt.  Batchelder  were 
Lydia,  who  married  Daniel  Gould  ;  John  Quincy,  who 
died  in  the  Rebellion;  Edward  G.,  who  lived  upon  the 
place;  Samuel  H.,  who  lived  across  the  road,  and  lately 
died  at  Methuen,  having  been  for  two  sessions  a  mem- 
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her  of  the  State  Legislature ;  Dr.  Joseph  of  Templeton  ; 
and  Jacob  for  many  years  a  teacher  at  Lynn,  where  he 
was  highly  esteemed  as  an  educator  and  citizen,  and  where 
he  wsis  for  some  years  librarian  of  the  public  library. 

After  the  death  of  Capt.  Batchelder,  his  son  Edward  G. 
resided  on  the  place.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebel¬ 
lion,  and  alter  the  decease  of  his  wife  lived  here  alone. 
On  Sunday,  May  11,  1879,  he  was  found  dead  in  his  gar¬ 
ret  having  committed  suicide  by  hanging  the  Wednesday 
previous.  The  house  then  remained  unoccupied,  and  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Batchelder’s  nephew,  Samuel  P. 
Batchelder,  until  1884,  when  he  sold  the  place  to  Mr. 
^Murray  R.  Ballou  of  Boston,  who  resides  in  the  old  tav¬ 
ern,  which  he  has  greatly  improved. 


79. 

ResidenceofMrs.  J.  Q.  Batchelder. — This  house  was 
built  about  1844  by  John  Quincy  Batchelder  and  Samuel 
H.  Batchelder  brothers,  sons  of  Capt.  Jacob  Batchelder, 
who  resided  in  No.  78.  One-half  of  it  has  since  been  oc¬ 
cupied  by  John  Q.  Batchelder  and  his  family,  he  having 
died  of  typhoid  fever  on  board  the  hospital-ship  Eulerpe 
in  October,  1862,  and  buried  in  the  Soldiers’  cemetery, 
near  Mill-creek  hospital. 

The  other  half  of  the  house  was  occupied  by  Samuel 
until  1875,  when  he  removed  to  Methuen  where  he  lately 
died.  Since  his  removal  his  part  of  the  house  has  remained 
unoccupied. 

80. 

Fred  Sbofford  House. — El)enezer  Kimball  probably 
resided  upon  this  farm  about  1725.  He  was  succeeded 
by  his  only  child  Jonathan  Kinil)all,  who  died  in  1746, 
leaving  a  daughter  Hepzibah.  She  married  Rev.  Hezekiah 
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Smith  of  Haverhill,  in  1771.  The  next  year  Mr.  Smith 
sold  the  farm,  consisting  of  seventy-one  acres,  and  the 
house,  barn,  etc.,  to  Bradstreet  Tyler  of  Boxford  for 
£455  15s.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  Baptist  clergyman,  and 
preached  in  Georgetown  and  Haverhill. 

Stephen  SpofFord  lived  there  about  1800.  He  was  born 
in  the  next  house  on  the  same  road  (No.  82)  in  1753,  and 
was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Poor)  Spofford.  He 
married  Sarah  Chadwick  of  Boxford  in  1782,  and  had  two 
children :  Frederick,  who  lived  on  the  homestead,  and 
Polly,  who  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Peabody. 

Capt.  Frederick  Spofford  married,  first,  Mary,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Amos  Kimball,  who  lived  at  No.  214.  She  died  in 
1810,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  ;  and  he  married,  second, 
in  1812,  Deborah  Wilkins.  He  died  there  in  1854,  and 
since  that  time  some  portion  of  his  family  have  resided 
upon  the  place  until  within  six  or  seven  years.  His  young¬ 
est  son,  IMighill  Wellington  Spofford,  was  the  last  of  the 
family  to  live  there.  Capt.  Spofford  had  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  Charles  A.  who  resided  at 
No.  82.  Another  son,  Augustus  F.,  settled  in  Platteville, 
AVis.,  and  a  daughter  is  the  widow  of  John  Preston  of 
Georgetown. 


81. 

Residence  of  Jeremiah  Dacey. — This  place  on  "Old 
Shaven-crown  hill  ”  was  probably  originally  settled  by 
Abraham  Tyler,  son  of  Job  and  Elizabeth  (Parker)  Tyler, 
born  in  Boxford  in  1735.  He  married,  first,  in  1756, 
Abigail  Stickney,  by  whom  he  had  fifteen  children  ;  and 
second,  in  1780,  Jerusha  Mersay,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child.  Of  his  children,  Joseph  S.  lived  at  Nos.  73  and 
y4,  and  William  on  the  homestead. 

Mr.  Tyler  was  succeeded  on  the  farm  by  his  son  Wil- 
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liiim,  who  was  born  there  in  1774.  He  married  Abigail 
Barker  of  Haverhill  in  1799,  and  had  a  son  William,  and 
a  daughter  Salenda,  both  of  whom  resided  upon  the 
place.  The  children  obtained  the  title  to  the  property, 
and  forced  their  parents  in  their  old  age  to  seek  a  home 
at  the  almshouse,  where  they  soon  after  died. 

The  son  William  married  Mary  S.  Dorman  and  had 
two  daughters  both  of  whom  died  young.  He  lived  only 
a  few  years  after  his  marriage,  and  during  that  time  resided 
here,  replacing  the  old  buildings  by  those  now  standing 
about  1850. 

The  daughter  Salenda  married  Nelson  Bodwell  in  1826, 
and  after  living  in  Summersworth,  N.  H.,  Methuen, 
Mass.,  and  in  New  York  state,  settled  on  this  place  after 
William’s  death.  They  continued  to  live  here  until  1868, 
when  they  sold  the  place  to  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dacey,  from 
Ireland,  the  present  owner  and  occupant.  Mr.  Bodwell 
removed  to  Georgetown,  where  he  lived  until  the  decease 
of  his  wife  about  1882,  when  he  removed  to  Andover. 
They  had  three  children,  the  eldest  being  Leonard  War¬ 
wick,  who  lived  in  No.  13. 

[To  be  continued. 


